Al FUCTO 26th  Statutory Conference Report

As the mantle of holding the 26th Statutory Conference fell on the confluence of the tri sea at Kanyakumari MUTA camp bristled with activity to make it a roaring success and saw to it that every stone is unturned to hail AIFUCTO on 20th, 21st and 22nd October.


The inaugural events commenced on a colourful note at CSI community hall at 10 AM on 20th. The President of the host organization, MUTA Prof. S. Vivekanandan welcomed the dignitaries and the delegates who converged at the cape from all parts of India. 
.


In his introductory remarks Prof. Asok Barman reminded the cadres that it is high time the member organizations strengthen their unity and prepare to meet the challenges on Higher Education from the combined might of the multinationals and their political agents.


Prof. Mrinmoy Bhattacharya, in his inaugural address recalled nostalgically the troubles and travails of erstwhile leadership encountered in building up the one and only national platform of College and University Teachers organization to represent the problems of members as well as to steer the direction of Higher Education towards the attainment of Equity and excellence.


Prof. Mafuja Khanam, the President of the World Federation of Teachers Union while showing solidarity with AIFUCTO, in her keynote address dwelt at length on the unholy nexus between the money capital and political power to deny higher education to the marginalized and the unreachable sections. Therefore she cautioned teachers’ organizations all over the third world to see to it that a level playing field is ensured for all the stake holders.


Prof. K.K Thekkadeth in his felicitation impressed upon the need to preserve the base of Indian Higher Education that has stood the test of time and the  internationally acclaimed academicians,  scientists and technocrats at world class institutes itself is a living testimony to its strong foundations.


The highlight of the inaugural programme was the release of the Souvenir by veteran leader of Orissa’s teachers’ movement and former AIFUCTO General Secretary Prof. Aboni Boral. In his felicitation he dwelt at length on the indifferent attitude of various state Govt’s that continue to deny U.G.C pay scale to College and University teachers and called upon AIFUCTO to see to it that pay revision order is uniformly implemented in all states.


The conference Souvenir was received by Dr. Prasad, Vice-Chancellor of Sri Shankara University, Kaalady. In his felicitation, he castigated the proponents of NHRC bill for introducing hidden clauses to commodify and compartmentalize Higher Education. He lauded the role of MUTA for its consistent fight for social control in Higher Education and inclusion of the excluded-unaided teachers-under the ambit of U.G.C, AICTE pay scale. 

Prof. A. James William, President, AIFUCTO in his presidential address listed out the record of struggles and moments of glory, the national organization passed through during the last two years. He recalled the hectic lobbying that the national leadership had in the capital with the political and bureaucratic establishment to clinch the U.G.C pay revision order to the total discomfiture of the civil service lobby. He impressed upon the necessity to link our trade union struggles with political struggles and also social movements.


The inaugural session came to an end with the vote of thanks by the General Secretary of MUTA Prof. Manohara Justus.


The business session of the first day commenced with Prof. P. Jaya Gandhi, National secretary AIFUCTO welcoming the gathering.


Prof. N.M Thalukder, President of Bangladesh College and University Teachers Association in his felicitation traced the origin and highlighted that in spite of persistent struggles the teachers’ movement of Bangladesh couldn’t clinch much as its unity is jeopardized by various opposing societal forces.


While felicitating, Prof. B.Vijayakumar, General Secretary of FISE traced the success story of various struggles launched by world teachers’ movement, particularly in the West against pay cuts, pension, retrenchments and students debt burden.


Prof. Pandian, President of AUT, Tamil Nadu in his felicitation focused on AUT’s struggle against victimization of its cadres and Govt’s partial implementation of U.G.C order.


Prof. L. Prathaban, General Secretary of TNGCTA, Tamil Nadu dwelt at length on the Associations fight for regularization of 1000’s of contract lecturers of Govt. College in Tamil Nadu and how they could clinch it by taking a section of society and students along with them to voice their concern for social causes.


The General Secretary’s report was presented by Prof. Ashok Barman, after circulation to the delegates. While tracing the annals of the past, he called upon member organizations to learn the right lessons from the past struggles. He also exhorted the delegates to participate in large numbers in the struggle programmes of AIFUCTO to be launched soon. He requested the participants to go through the report in full and come for discussion.


Prof. Nikhil Desai, Treasurer, AIFUCTO submitted the audited financial statement for the past 2 years and aptly answered all queries on that. The session came to an end with the vote of thanks by Prof. Subbaraju, Treasurer, MUTA.


First day evenings cultural programme was the cynosure of all eyes. It formally commenced with Prof. R Wilson, Zonal President of MUTA welcoming all.


Scintillating performances were on display by students of Colleges from southern districts of Tamil Nadu. The Bharatham by Women’s Christian College students, Thiruvathirakkali by students of Sree Ayyappa College for women and the mime, mimicry and western music show by Tuticorin V.O.C College students were mind boggling. The students could cast spell on the audience who watched spellbound for 2 hours. Prof. C Ganesan, the Convener of the cultural programmes profusely thanked everyone and the curtains came down on the proceedings of the first day.


On the second day of the conference the U.G.C sponsored seminar entitled “Recent initiatives in Higher Education and their impact on equity and Excellence” was inaugurated. Prof. A. Meenakshi Sundarrajan, the Principal of S.T Hindu College, the collaborative institute for the seminar welcomed the gathering. Prof. K.K Thekkadeth gave the presidential address. 

Dr. C.P Chandrasekhar, professor of JNU in his keynote address dwelt at length on NKC and the objective of the various Bills introduced in the Parliament purportedly to realize the dream of policy makers that the public and private sector participations can improve Higher Education. He very much doubted its realization, as there is deeply rooted social and economic inequality in the country and no concrete remedy is visible to bridge the gap.


Dr. Vijender Sharma while giving the special address wondered how equity and excellence could be achieved before meeting out the basic requirements of the society like food and shelter. The inaugural session of the conference ended with the vote of thanks by the convener of the seminar committee Prof. C. Radhakrishnan.


The second and third session of the day was marked for paper presentation. 36 papers were shortlisted from various contributions from different parts of the country. The presenters were divided into five groups and the groups were chaired respectively by Prof. Pichaandi, General Secretary of AUT, Prof. K.G Palani, Zonal Secretary of AIFUCTO, Prof. Usha Rahothaman Vice-President of TNGCTA, Prof. M. Jayakumar of TANFUFA and Prof. R. Murali, Joint General secretary of MUTA. The chairmen effectively moderated and critically evaluated all papers after allowing ample opportunity for criticism and feedback. Around 60 participants recorded their observation on the presentations. The seminar abstracts were distributed to all the participants. The presentation went on till 7 PM as it turned out to be a deeply involved intellectual exercise.


The last session of the day was devoted for cultural programmes which saw the delegates thronging the venue. The various items showcased the spirited presentation of artists in the making. The mime, mono act, mimicry, classical, folk and western dance by the student artists and voluntary performance by serving and retired delegates were not only enlivening and interesting but also enabled delegates walk behind memory lane. There was a display of Punjabi valour and Tamil histrionic. While Prof. P.D Sylvia, Joint General Secretary of MUTA welcomed the delegates and artists Prof. R Wilson, Zonal President thanked the performers, their proponents, trainers, the audience, the heads of the sponsoring institutions and the accompanied teachers.


The last day of the conference was devoted to Business session and Election. The session commenced with the formal welcome by Prof. V.P Mary Josephine, Vice-President, MUTA. The debate on the General Secretary’s report marked the first session. The delegates discussed threadbare various clauses of the report. Amidst heated exchange observations were proposed by member organizations, the General Secretary in his inimitable style effectively clarified on all points raised and lauded the delegates for the spirited exchange of ideas. 


The election process also commenced simultaneously with the business session at 8.30 with the election commission under the stewardship of Prof. Sadasivam, former National Secretary, explaining the modalities of election, the number of office bearers to be elected and the number of voting delegates assigned to each organization. 


The National secretary of AIFUCTO Prof. Jaya Gandhi moved the resolutions which were declared as passed after the delegates gave their nod. The movement resolution was moved by Prof. Madhu Paranjape, Secretary of AIFUCTO and it was approved unanimously by the show of hand in unison by all the delegates present.


The valedictory session of the 3 day of the conference commenced at 12.30 PM with the welcome address by Prof. J Johnson, Vice President, MUTA.


Dr. K Muthuchelian, Vice-Chancellor of Periyar University, Salem, the Chief Guest, gave the valedictory address. He recalled his involvement in MUFA an AIFUCTO affiliate, as an activist during his days as professor of MKU. While listing out the salient features of the various educational reform bills passed in India recently, he also cautioned that there are innumerable impediments to be crossed to increase the access rate and enhance quality in higher education, in the present scenario.


In the presidential valedictory address Prof. A. James William castigated the insensitive power centers for belittling Indian Higher Education system that continue to produce world renowned thinkers, Doctors, Artistes, Economists and Scientists. He recalled how the Govt. of India is making a mockery of world class Indian Higher Educational institution by inviting the multinational foreign education business establishments and shamelessly asking them to open shops in India while our own stalwarts call their shorts in the West and the East by dint of the sound education they received from our own institutions from our own soil. 

          Prof.William declared that the conclusion of the Conference will be the commencement of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the AIFUCTO.


Prof. Asok Barman in his valedictory remarks paved the road map for the future and listed out the struggle programmes ahead for the next quarter. He also called upon delegates to bear the torch of AIFUCTO high for providing Higher education to the hapless and helpless who remained excluded over centuries.


In the last session of the day, the AIFUCTO President introduced the newly elected office bearers and thanked his team and the delegates who stood thick and thin to weather many a storm in the past.


The General Secretary of MUTA Prof. Manohara Justus thanked everyone invariably for spending sleepless nights to make the conclave at Kanyakumari a roaring success. After raising the fist in unison chorus hailing AIFUCTO, the delegates dispersed holding fondly cherished memories of the Kanyakumari Agenda.

