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Dear Friends,
Congratulations on your achievements in this year. Wish you all a very happy and successful new year.

The 27th  Academic Conference

The 27th Academic Conference of AIFUCTO was held at North Maharastra University, Jalagaon, and Maharashtra from 19th November to 21st November 2010. Delegates from states participated this conference in large number. The conference was inaugurated on 19th November by Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharya, Former General Secretary, and AIFUCTO & FISE.  Dr. K.B. Patel, Vice Chancellor, North Maharashtra University.Prof., K.K. Thekkedath, Chief Editor, Teachers of the World, Prof. B. Vijay Kumar, General Secretary,FISE , Prof. James Williams, President, AIFUCTO, Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO, and Dr. Pandit Vidyasagar, Prof. and Head Physics, Pune University, graced the occasion as Guests of Honour.
Prof. Shivaji Rao Patil, President, NMUCTO delivered the welcome address. The conference felicitated Prof. M. Bhattacharya, Prof. K.K. Thekkedath, Prof. B. Vijayakumar, Prof. Ashok Barman, Prof. C.R. Sadashivan and Office bearers of AIFUCTO. Prof. S.S. Sonawane proposed the vote of thanks.

Seminar

On this occasion a National Seminar on the theme ‘Restructuring and Privatization of Higher Education : Inclusiveness and Access’ was organized. Prof. K N Panikkar delivered the keynote address.He presented an incisive analysis of the scenario in higher education in India and urged that the teachers organizations had very important roles to play .  Even if  governments . show no concern to invite their views, since teachers have the best of knowledge of the ground reality they must speak out loud and clear.

. Prof. Vivek Sawant, Managing Director, Maharastra Knowledge Corporation Ltd. presented a paper on’ ICT and Education Through Video Conferencing’.  More than 26 papers were presented in the seminar and most of them brought out in full force how privatization which is responsible for reduction of access is also hostile to inclusiveness.Prof.K.K.Thekedath presided over the seminar and underscored the need for a sustained movement to safeguard the interest of the students, teachers and other stake holders of education.
Report of the General secretary and Audited Report of Income & Expenditure

Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO presented a comprehensive report on Organizational, National, International issues. While elaborating the  relentless and vigilant efforts of the AIFUCTO in securing equitable scales of pay, he drove home the point that total implementation still remains elusive or truncated. He expressed concern over the violation of MHRD notification by some states in the implementation of UGC scales. More than 35 delegates participated in the discussion of General Secretary’s report and put forth various problems faced by the University and College teachers in their respective states and sought AIFUCTO’s intervention in solving those vexed issues. Taking a serious note on the plunder and loot called higher education in India, the Conference resolved to fight against the anti people educational polices of the Govt. It further resolved to mobilize all sections of the society including the school teachers, students, youth, the non-teaching employees working in universities and colleges and other sections of civil society in a mammoth struggle for ensuring cost-effective, quality education for all. Demonstrating its steely resolve to fight predatory forces in higher education and their establishment accomplices, the AIFUCTO  through  the conference appealed to the people   to join, in thousands, a rally organized at New Delhi on 02.12.2010 by the National Forum In Defence of Education, an organization in whose birth the AIFUCTO played a lead role. 

.Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO expressed grateful appreciation to the office bearers and members of NMUCTO for the successful conduct of the Conference and the warm hospitality shown by NMUCTO.The happy memories of the Jalgaon Conference will remain vivid in our memory.
The Audited Report of Income & Expenditure was presented by the General Secretary as prof. Nikhil Desai, the Treasurer could not attend the conference due to illness.The General Body meeting passed the General Secretary’s Report with amendments and the Audited Report of Income & Expenditure. Please visit our website for the full text of the report.
The meeting of Life Members

The meeting of life members was held on 20th November, 2010.The meeting discussed the various problems of retired teachers and decided to form retired teachers’ associations in all states and strengthen ARFACTA.
Movement Resolution
The Conference adopted the Movement Resolution which highlighted the agenda of AIFUCTO movement. The Resolution emphasized the need to participate in the nation wide movement to defeat the anti- people policies of the Govt.along with the fulfillment of demands of AIFUCTO. Please find the Resolution in our website.
Our Bereavement
With profound grief we convey the sad news of demise of our veteran and respected leader Prof.Arun Dikshit on 4th December, 2010. He was former vice President of AIFUCTO and President of PUCTO.He led many movements in  his home state Maharashtra and at the national level. He played great roles during the AIFUCTO and MFUCTO cease work movement in 1987,1998-1999- and many others to be crowned with significant achiements.He was an outstanding teacher in chemistry and took great care of the interest of students. He was keenly interested in the teachers’ movement and a true friend of the teaching community. He always guided the AIFUCTO leadership with valuable suggestions and was in touch with them. He attended numerous brain storming sessions of AIFUCTO and made valuable contributions.
National Forum In Defence Of Education
March to Parliament on December 2, 2010 

Thousands of people comprising of students, teachers, non-teaching employees and officers of schools, colleges & universities, youths, parents and activists of people’s science movements marched from Ramlila Maidan to Parliament Street in a rally raising issues relating to education. The rally was held following a call given by the National Forum In Defence of Education as per the decision of the national convention held on 13th August In New Delhi.
The rally raised slogans criticizing the anti-people policies of UPA II Government and its neo-liberal ‘reform’ agenda in the field of education and resolved to force the Central Government to accept the demands.

The rally was addressed by a large number of leaders of the participating organizations and MPs. Prof.James William, the president of the AIFUCTO was the president of the Presidium. Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary,AIFUCTO was the inaugural speaker. He stressed the need for a united movement to defeat the anti-people,anti-academic educational policies of the govt.
 MFUCTO Dharna at Juntar Muntar on 2nd December,2010
A Dharna program was organized by MFUCTO, Maharashtra to demand immediate solution to the long standing problem of non NET/SLET teachers appointed between 1991 to 1999. Thousands of teachers from Maharashtra and other states participated in the program and expressed deep anguish at the indifference of the MHRD & UGC even though clear assurances were given by Mr.Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister, that the problem would be solved soon. The Dharna was addressed by Prof.K.K.,Thekedath, Prof. James Williams, Asok Barman, Prof.V.P.Singh and many leaders from all parts of the country. Mr.Basudev Acharya,MP assured that he would continue to lend all support to the cause. Mr.A.T.Patil &Mr. Haribhau Jawale ,MPs from Maharashtra also expressed support to the cause and assured their help. A delegation of MFUCTO met Mrs.Sushma Swaraj and sought her intervention.

The entire situation has taken a serious proportion and demands immediate attention of MHRD & UGC. 
Implementation of revised pay scales in Manipur and Jharkhand
We are happy to inform you that Manipur & Jhrkhand have implemented the pay scales. The age of superannuation has been raised from 60 to 62 years in Manipur.Congratulations to the spirited leaderships of these states.
General Secretary’s meeting with MHRD and UGC officers
The General Secretary met officers of MHRD& UGC on 1st of December; 2010.He reiterated AIFUCTO demands for the immediate payment of central govt. share of revised pay scales, solution of Maharashtra NET/SLET issue and resolving the anomalies in the UGC Regulations.

Rajasthan

 In a significant development services of all aided college and school teachers in Rajasthan have been merged in got services. For this purpose Rajasthan voluntary rural education services act has been passed  and gazetted. This would benefit thousands of school and college teachers. All such teachers are covered by the act are being treated as govt. teachers. Congratulations to RUCTA for persistent efforts in this regard.
Tamilnadu
The Joint Action Committee has been agitating against the  Tamilnadu Govt. moves to convert colleges to unitary universities.A number of programs including processions and meetings are being held through out the state sponsored by TNGCTA,AUT and MUTA. We express our solidarity with the agitation.

Greetings

Asok Barman

General Secretary
PAGE  
3

