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Dear Friends,

Congratulations for your steadfast actions as stipulated by the NEC meetings held in Kolkata and Kuruskhetra.  We all know that the success of the AIFUCTO movement is contingent upon the massive participation of the members of affiliates in the programs .I understands you all are busy to ensure the success of our Delhi program.
 Payment of arrears by the Central and state Govts.
We informed you that the General Secretary had a meeting with Sri Pranab Mukherjee,Hon’le Finance Minister and requested his intervention to resolve the impasse.We are grateful to Sri Mukherjee for taking active interest in the matter.He wrote to Sri Kapil Sibal,Hon’le Minister,HRD referring to the representation of AIFUCTO to him so that the problem is resolved.Sri Kapil Sibal has been taking appropriate measures in association with the Finance Ministry towards the delinking of arrears and the age of retirement. 
We are happy that most state govts. Paid full amount of their share of payments while some states like Tamilnadu, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Orissa, Goa, Rajasthan etc paid even central govt. share from their own funds. But there are states like Bihar Gujarat,Karnataka,Andhra peadesh  Manipur  and others who have not paid their share. We demanded all state should immediately pay the  due amount to the teachers as early as possible.
I requested all of you to contact MPs, Central Ministers from your respective regions to take up the matter at the central level. Please act accordingly, if not done yet.
 Memorandum to Sri Kapil Sibal, Hon’le Minister, HRD and meeting with sri R.P.Sisodia and Sri Uma Shankar on 8th July
The AIFUCTO President, General Secretary, Prof.V.S Nehera and Prof.Jagwant Singh Vice  -Presidents and Prof.D.Kumar,NEC Member visited HRD Ministry on 8th July.A Memorandum was submitted to Sri Kapil Sibal,Hon’le Minister,HRD (see our website for full text).A detailed discussion was held with Sri Uma Shankar,PS to the Minister.The discussion included payment of arrears, exempting Ph.Ds obtained /thesis submitted/registered from the new Ph.D regulations,2009 of UGC,the Maharashtra teachers without  NET issue and others.

The General Secretary and Prof. D.Kumar had a meeting with Sri.R.P.Sisodia Jt. Secretary (HE).MHRD regarding the outstanding issues for an early solution.

Meetings with Sri R.P.Sisodia,Jt. Secretary & Sri Uma Shankar,PS to Minister,HRD on 21st july,11

The General secretary along with Prof.Jagwant Singh and prof.D.Kumar again held a meeting with Sri R.P.Sisodia,Jt.Secretray,MHRDand Sri Uma Shankar,PS to the Minister,HRD on 21st July to discuss the progress of the matters.We express our happiness for the sincere and helpul opinions and actions of the MHRD officers.

Meeting with Dr.N.A.Kazmi,Secretary,UGC on 21st July,11

The AIFUCTO delegation comprising the General secretary,Prof.Jagwant Singh and Prof.D.Kumar held a meeting with Dr.N.A.Kazmi,Secretary UGC.The meeting was also attended by Sri Ashok Dogra,Jt.Secretary and Srimati Rita Goel of Pay Scale Section.

The meeting was very cordial and satisfactory.The leaders placed all matters before Dr.Kazmi and she took a very helpful and constructive stand.The leaders informed Dr.Kazmi that the MHRD has clearly informed AIFUCTO leaders that the new UGC Ph.D. regulation would be only prospective.The delegation further reiterated the request to extend the date of Refresher and Orientation courses.They also requested to share with AIFUCTO the final decisio0ns regarding the removal of anomalies in the regulations as suggested by the Committee.

We sincerely thank Dr.Kazmi for the meeting and express that the long standing practice of having meetings with AIFUCTO at regular intervals would continue.
DHARNA Program in Delhi on 26th August,2011

As announced earlier a massive DHARNA program is going to be organized on 26th August,2011 at Jantar  Mantar,New Delhi. The demands include

1. Payment of Central and state Govts. Arrears due to the 6th pay revision.

2. Measures to stop commercialization of higher education.

3 Ensuring quality higher education for all.

4. Measures for complete parity of teachers, librarians and DPEs.

5. Rectification of the anomalies in the 5th and 6th pay revisions & Regulations
6 Strengthening of public funded education and Increase in the allocation of funds for higher education through UGC.

7. Discussion with AIFUCTO and other teachers’ organizations about the proposed reforms in the higher education sector including entry of foreign universities and formation of NEHER.
8 Notification of regularization of Maharashtra teachers without NET appointed from 1991 to 2001
9. Withdrawal of PFRDA Bill.

Once again all units are being requested to participate in large number to make the program a great success.

Affiliates’ news

Maharashtra

The MHRD and UGC have taken favorable stand on the protracted problem of teachers appointed without NET qualification during 1991 to 2001.We hope necessary notification will be issued soon by the UGC.The MFUCTO and AIFUCTO leaderships are awaiting the notification.
Karnataka, Mangalore
A Convention on Higher Education and Felicitation to the retired college teachers and outstanding achievers was organized by the Association of Mangalore University College Teachers’ (AMUCT) on Sunday, 26th June, 2011, at the Auditorium, SDM College of Business Management. Mangalore.  M.L.C Capt. Ganesh Karnik presided over the function and released the AMUCT bulletin. All India Federation of University and College Teachers Organization-AIFUCTO president Prof. James William and General Secretary Prof. Asok Kumar Barman, were the chief guests and main speakers on the occasion.   

Dr A M Narahari, Former President of FUCTAK spoke on the issues of Higher Education in Karnataka. Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO in his address highlighted the issues of Higher education at the National level and the role of AIFUCTO in teacher movement, also briefed on the latest development at the national level with regard to UGC scales and arrears.

Prof. James William, President AIFUCTO in his address highlighted the proposed entry of Foreign Universities and MNCs to the Higher education sector of our country. He criticized the Govt policy of paving the way for commercialization of higher education in the country. He feared the abolition of UGC, AICTE and such other Autonomous bodies in the days to come. He opined that Indian Educational institutions, teachers and students are no way inferior to any other country’s education system.

Capt. Ganesh Karnik who represented the State Govt in his presidential address assured total support for the cause of quality higher education. He also released the AMUCT bulletin and appreciated the teachers for organizing such a meaningful convention.  

Additional Director, Collegiate Education, Bangalore Dr. Kamalamma  V., Regional Joint Director, Collegiate Education, Mangalore Prof. H R Nataraj Urs, FUCTAK President  Prof. C.H. Murigendrappa, General Secretary Prof. T.M.Manjunath and Dr. Devaraj K, Principal, SDM College of Business Management, Mangalore were the Guests of Honour and made their remarks on the occasion. Retired college teachers and outstanding achievers were felicitated on the occasion. 

 President Sri Ummappa Poojary introduced the guests and presented welcome address. General Secretary Dr. Denis Fernandes proposed vote of thanks. Around 250 college teachers participated in the deliberations. In the Annual General Meeting held in the afternoon important resolutions were passed concerning collegiate education after due deliberations

Assam-ACTA Conference
The Conference of ACTA –Assam College Teachers’ Association was held with great enthusiasm from 22 June to 26th, June, 2011 at Duliajan College, Dibrugarh.More than 500 teachers participated in the Conference drawn from all over the state.
The conference was inaugurated and addressed by Prof.A.K.Gogoi,the Principal of the college.Prof.B.Vijay Kumar,General Secretary of FISE and former general secretary of AIFUCTO delivered the Annual Lecture on “The Proposed Reforms in Higher Education in India and the PRDA Bill.”Prof.Kumar analyzed the present national and international scenario in the higher education sector and drew attention to the danger of increasing commercialization of higher education. He stressed the fact that the public funded education system in India played a tremendous role in the spread of higher education through UGC/AICTE system. He opposed the entry of foreign educational institutions most of them having dubious credentials. Regarding the PRDA Bill he observed that pension is nothing but deferred income and it is the right of the Govt. employees and teachers to obtain assured pension which is denied in the new scheme.
Prof. Asok Barman, Gen.Secretary, AIFUCTO inaugurated the Delegate Session. He congratulated the teachers on their role in strengthening the ACTA. It is indeed a matter of pride that the ACTA holds Annual Conferences very regularly and timely and elect the office bearers democratically. The unity of the Association is an example to the teachers’ movement of the country.He appraised the gathering of the latest developments regarding all issues and assured the teachers of steadfast efforts to resolve the outstanding issues. He also informed the meeting that the problem of completion of Refresher and Orientation courses for CAS was brought to the notice of UGC. The Gen.Secretary has written to the UGC, which has always considered the genuine demand sympathetically, to extend the dates as the teachers were not being allowed to attend such courses or seats are not available in many cases. But he also pointed out that the ACTA must see to it that all teachers are allowed to attend all these courses as the Gen. Secretary plans to meet the UGC Secretary Dr.N.A.Kazmi once again for a final extension. He thanked Prof.Naren Changmai,President and Prof.Biswajit Bhuyan for being in  constant touch with the AIFUCTO leadership.Prof.Bhuyan called the Gen Secretary almost daily to know the latest developments on this issue. They raised the issue in all NEC meetings.
The Open Session was addressed by Hemanta Biswa Sharma,Hon’le Minister of Education of Assam.He assured the meeting of sympathetically looking into the problem of teachers.

We congratulate Prof.Naren Changmai,for his reelection to the post of President,Prof.Jyoti Kamal Hazarika,newly elected General Secretary, and Prof.Anil Gogoi,the reelected Finance Secretary.I express my thanks and greetings to Prof.Biswajit Bhuiyan,the out going Gen.Secretary for his sincere and dedicated work and cooperation in AIFUCTO programs.
Production of a Documentary film on AIFUCTO
We have decided to produce a documentary film on AIFUCTO to be shown  in the next Statutory Conference in KanyaKumari.All affiliates are requested to send photographs, video 

In view of the financial commitments of the footage of AIFUCTO Conferences, demonstrations at Delhi and any other relevant programs of AIFUCTO.project, we request the affiliates to sponsor the production of the film. Whatever amount you can contribute will help us to produce the historic documentation of the legendary role of AIFUCTO in the teachers’ movement Please send cheques and drafts in favour of AIFUCTO. All contributions will be acknowledged in the film.

Conference at Kanya Kumari, Tamilnadu
We have announced that the next Statutory Conference will be held at the historic KanyaKumari The Conference is being hosted by Madurai University Teachers’ Association (MUTA).The dates of the Conference are 20,21,22 October,2011. Please send the names of delegates and participants & registration fee @Rs.1000 per head well before the conference.
Kindly note the E-mail id of the conference: aifucto26thconference@gmail.com 

Also note the phone numbers of contact persons for any information and assistance:

Prof. T. Manohara Justus, General Secretary, MUTA and Organising secretary for the Conference - 09443579457

Prof. C. Retnasigamani, Convener, Accommodation Committee - 09786049489

Dr. S. Murugan, Convener, Souvenir Committee - 09443580067

Prof. S.Subbaraj,  Conference Treasurer- 09443970510

Prof. S. Vivekanandan, President, MUTA, 09443380252 

Struggle Fund

In view of the urgent necessity of funds  I would  renew  my  request to all defaulter units to send their STRUGGLE FUND  contributions   as early  as  possible. 

Reports of affiliates to be included in the Annual Report
All affiliates are requested to send a brief report of their activities and programs in the current year for the inclusion in the Annual Report of General Secretary.The report must be in soft mode and should be sent to the GS by e-mail at the id-asok.barman@gmail.com.

The size of the report should be one page (A-4, font size 11).We must receive the matter by 30th September, 2011
                   National Convention against PRDA Bill & new pension scheme
The General Secretary participated and addressed a National Convention in Delhi on 22nd June,2011 opposing the PFRDA Bill convened by the All India State Govt. Employees’ Federation. He informed the well attended meeting that the AIFUCTO has already started a campaign against the Bill and hoped that a broad based platform will be created to carry on the movement to oppose the new contributory pension scheme and the Bill.
                                               Notice for NEC Meeting
 The next NEC Meeting of AIFUCTO will be held at Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi on 26th August,2011, at 4.00 p.m.    (Bus stop ITO, near UGC office)
Agenda

1. Confirmation of minutes of previous meeting.

2. Report of General Secretary

4. Organizational matters.

5. Miscellaneous.

All members are requested to attend.
Asok Barman

General Secretary

PS

Website: www.aifucto.org

