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Dear friends,

 Prof.Sambhaji Jadav, a great leader of teachers’ movement is no more.

With profound grief we convey the sad news of demise of our front ranking leader, Prof. Sambhaji   Jadav  former Vice-President of AIFUCTO, President,  Maharashtra Federation of University and College Teachers’ Associations & Founder President of Shivaji University Teachers’ Association. Prof Jadav passed away at the age of 75 on 15th June, 2011 at Kolhapur, Maharashtra. He dedicated his entire life for the cause of teachers. The teaching community of Maharashtra in particular and India in general will never forget his great leadership in many struggles including the ones for pay scale revisions and favourable service conditions for teachers. On the eve of his death too he was working steadfastly to safeguard the interests of  the Maharashtra teachers appointed between  1990 and  1999 without Net/SET qualification. We pay our deep homage to our departed leader for his exemplary role in strengthening our organization. We grieve over his death and convey our condolences to the family members of Prof. Jadav and to the teachers of Maharashtra. The best of tribute to Prof. Sambhaji   Jadav would be a tenacious holding on to the lofty principles he stood for well-over many decades.

AIFUCTO NEC meeting

The NEC meeting  was held on 12th June, 2011 at  Kuruskhetra, Haryana hosted by KUTA with active support from Haryana  Federation, HGCTA and HCTA. The meeting started with the opening address by our president  Prof.James William. Prof.V.S.Nehera,Vice President welcomed the members who came from almost all the  States of India. His welcome address touched upon the Haryana scenario too.

Prof Pradeep Chauhan President of KUTA and the HFUCTO presented an incisive report on Haryana that set the agenda before the teachers’ movement in the State. On behalf of the Associations in Haryana he cordially welcomed the delegates.Prof.Kapoor Singh,  Zonal Secretary of AIFUCTO and other functionaries of the vibrant teachers’ movement  leaders were present.

Prof.Asok Barman, General Secretary, presented a comprehensive report on the developments after the last meeting. He reported that some States are  yet to file reports on  action taken as per the directions of the Kolkata meeting. He urged all States to follow the movement program chalked out by the NEC and report the same as early as possible. He stressed on the instructions given to all affiliates to contact the Chief Ministers, Education Ministers, Central Ministers and all MPs from the  States and apprise them of our demands including the payment of arrears by the Central and State Governments without further delay. This contact program is of great importance as we are going to organize rallies in States and Delhi. All Members of Parliament are to be requested to raise the issues in the Parliament.

The Gen. Secretary stayed on  in Delhi for days and met a number of MPs and sought their support. He wrote to the Prime Minister and Finance Minister. Copies of letters to PM and FM are on the website and the letters to the  MPs were circulated in the meeting. He informed that he had sought an audience with the  PM and  the FM and waiting for the opportunity to meet them.

He reported that the UGC Regulations Anomaly Committee had submitted its final report. He wrote to the UGC Chairman to expedite the matter in the interest of teachers. An analysis of the final changes will be taken up by the leadership immediately after the notification is obtained.

The leaders reported about the payment of arrears and it was noted that some states including Goa, Orissa, Tamilnadu & Uttarakhand paid the entire arrears from the State fund while UP paid  arrears due from December 2008. Haryana paid almost three fourths to college teachers and entire amount to university teachers.The meeting expressed concern at the terrible  delay in payment at both Central and State levels. No State has received the Central grants so far as the necessary cabinet nod to delink the age of superannuation from central assistance is yet to come.

The General Secretary reported that MHRD informed that Ministry’s Note for making the payment of arrears is still pending with the Cabinet and a committee of officials of concerned Ministries is examining the issue.

The meeting expressed concern at the unnecessary and unreasonable interpretations of the MHRD orders in some States and decided to bring the same to the notice of UGC and MHRD. The affiliates were requested to bring such measures to the notice of the Secretariat.

The meeting expressed deep concern at whimsical Regulations being adopted in a number of states including Haryana, which are  at variance with the UGC Regulations and resolved to protest such moves. A resolution was adopted to demand the extension of the tax exemption benefits to  retirement benefits of college teachers. The Gen. Secretary requested Prof.Jagwant Singh, Vice President to prepare a memorandum to this effect to be submitted to the Ministry of Finance.

 Following the program of action decided in the Kolkata NEC meeting a decision was taken to organize a Protest Dharna at Delhi on 25.07.2011 to highlight our demands.Several resolutions were adopted by the meeting.

Our sincere most   thanks to KUTA, HFCUTA,HCTA & HGCTA for the  wonderful hospitality for the  successful meeting.

A well attended  press conference was held. Prof. James William, Prof.Pradeep Chauhan Prof.V.S.Nehera,Prof.Kapoor Singh and other leaders participated. Prof .Asok Barman described the AIFUCTO agenda.The meeting was covered by many news papers and electronic media.

Protest DHARNA Program at JANTAR MANTAR, NEW DELHI and MARCH TO PARLIAMENT

The Kuruskhetra NEC meeting decided to hold a Dharna and March to Parliament on 25th July,2011 at Jantar Mantar, Delhi at 11 a.m. All affiliates are requested to make the program a massive success. Please organize meetings in unit/district/town and state levels to inform your members about the program and encourage them to participate.

.Meeting with Sri Pranab Mukherjee,Finance Minister 


General Secretary and Prof V.S.Nehera ,Vice President met Sri Pranab Mukherjee,the Finance Minister and explained to him the impasse over the payment of Central Government share of the enhanced pay due to the 6th pay revision. General Secretary drew his attention to the MHRD note to facilitate the payment. He expressed gratitude for the help received in the pay revision process and made an appeal to Sri.Mukherjee to resolve the arrears problem so that the teachers can get the same as early as possible.Sri Mukherjee gave  a patient hearing and promised to look into the matter.

General Secretary’s activities in DELHI 


General Secretary has been maintaining a camp office in New Delhi for regular contact with UGC, MHRD, Members of Parliament and other eminent personalities for highlighting various demands of AIFUCTO.

News from states

Meeting with state Ministers

 As instructed our leaders have been meeting state Chief Ministers and Education Ministers. Please send the detailed report of such meetings.

 Prof. Asok Barman.General Secretary met Prof. Bratya Basu, new Higher  Education Minister of West Bengal. Gen Secretary congratulated Prof.Basu and requested him to support  the AIFUCTO demands at the Centre and state levels.

Prof. Basu assured Prof. Barman of his best cooperation.

Extension of  date of Refresher & Orientation Courses

 In the past we have written a number of times to the UGC requesting to extend the dates of refresher & orientation courses and UGC accepted our demand. But in view of the fact that many teachers across the country could not attend such courses for various reasons, the General Secretary has  again written a letter to the UGC to further extend the date of Refresher & orientation Courses for the purpose of CAS and met the UGC officials to place the demand.

 Maharashtra NET/SET issue

We have been informing you regularly of the latest developments in respect of the non NET/SET teachers of Maharashtra who have been deprived of full fledged UGC scales and CAS since 1991 for no fault of their own. The MFUCTO leaders met  Sri Kapil Sibal, Hon’le HRD Minister and officials and discussed the mode of solution. Prof.Asok Barman, Gen .Secretary is continuously pursuing the agenda and has been holding meetings with MHRD and UGC officials.We are happy that many Members of Parliament and MLAs of political parties have been strongly supporting the demand and requested the MHRD to ensure an early solution.Gen. Secretary brought the matter to the notice of a number of MPs and requested their intervention. The matter is now being taken up simultaneously by State  and Central Govts. and the UGC

.It is my impression that there is  some noteworthy progress and all of us are eagerly looking forward to the forthcoming UGC meeting for a concrete decision.

Punjab

Congratulations to Prof.Jagwant Singh,Prof  H.S.Walia and other leaders of PCCTU for the achievement in resisting the move to convert Khalsa College,Amritsar to a private university.

Khalsa College, Amritsar , established in 1892, will retain its identity as a college affiliated to Guru Nanak Dev University and will not be converted into a private university. The decision of the governing council of the college to convert the status and quality of the college came to the knowledge of Punjab and Chandigarh College Teachers Union (PCCTU) on March 15, 2011. On 16th March it launched a vigorous campaign to preserve the entity of this heritage institution. During the course of agitation 3 teachers were suspended, 4 teachers were asked to vacate house, 41 teachers were issued show cause notice. A motivated FIR against PCCTU General Secretary H.S. Walia and 20 others was filed. At present a chain fast was continuing. The campaign got widespread support from various sections of society and political parties. The AIFUCTO demands quashing of the groundless and malicious FIR.

 

On 13th June, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh gave an audience to a deputation of PCCTU led by Sh. H.S.Walia to know the details of the issue involved. Three days later the governing council of the college agreed to retain the identity of Khalsa College and work for its growth and development. Although PCCTU has some concerns about sister institutions of Khalsa College, the agitation was called off. We thank Prof.V.K.Tewary, Secretary, FISE for the support to the agitation program & presence in the agitation venue.

PCCTU delegation requests PM for release of arrears: PCCTU delegation led by its general secretary H.S. Walia, which met Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh also requested him to ensure the release of funds for pay scale arrears. They also requested that suitable directions  should be given for making 65 the uniform  retirement age of college teachers   in the country.  Dr. Jagwant Singh Vice President, AIFUCTO and President, PCCTU could not join the delegation due to the AIFUCTO Programs and Prof. J.S. Walia led the delegation.

Documentary on AIFUCTO

I am happy to inform all members that a decision has been taken to produce a documentary film on AIFUCTO .We plan to show the documentary in the next Statutory Conference in Kanya Kumari.All affiliates are requested to send photographs, video footage of  AIFUCTO Conferences,demonostrations at Delhi and any other relevant programs of AIFUCTO.

In view of the financial commitments of the project, we request the affiliates to sponsor the production of the film. Whatever amount you can contribute will help us to produce the historic documentation of the legendary role of AIFUCTO in the teachers’ movement Please send cheques and drafts in favour of AIFUCTO. All contributions will be acknowledged in the film.

Conference at Kanya Kumari

We are very happy to announce that the next Statutory Conference will be held at the historic KanyaKumari The Conference is being hosted by Madurai University Teachers’ Association (MUTA).The dates of the Conference are 20, 21, 22 October, 2011. Please send the names of delegates and participants well before the conference as you all know that Kanya kumari is one of the most coveted tourist spots and October is a busy season. The lodging arrangements need prior information.

Kindly note the E-mail id of the conference: aifucto26thconference@gmail.com 

Also note the phone numbers of contact persons for any information and assistance:

Prof. T. Manohara Justus, General Secretary, MUTA and Organising secretary for the Conference - 09443579457

Prof. C. Retnasigamani, Convener, Accommodation Committee - 09786049489

Dr. S. Murugan, Convener, Souvenir Committee - 09443580067

Prof. S.Subbaraj,  Conference Treasurer- 09443970510

Prof. S. Vivekanandan, President, MUTA, 09443380252 

FISE Conference in Sri Lanka

The next Annual Conference of FISE will be held in Sri Lanka in the first week of October, 2011.Please contact Prof.Vijay Kumar, Gen. Secretary, FISE for further information regarding participation. (Mob:093945556914/09246166914)

Struggle Fund

Some affiliates have not yet paid any amount to the struggle fund till date while some have paid only partially. In view of the urgent necessity of funds  I would  renew  my  request to all  units to send their contributions   as early  as  possible .
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   Asok Barman,General Secretary    
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