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Dear Friends,








    12-10-2010

Greetings for the   festive season. I convey, on behalf of the Secretariat and Executive Committee, our best wishes to all of you.

I am happy to inform you that the long drawn battle to get the new pay scales implemented is now nearing its successful completion as the Govts. of Manipur and Jharkhand have now initiated measures to implement the revised UGC pay scales. The formal orders are expected soon. We congratulate our leaders in these two states for their sustained efforts and finally overcoming huge adversities.


Friends, this phase of pay scale movement at both the national and the state levels once again proved the indomitable spirit of united teachers movement inherited over the decades. We must further strengthen the movement as in the days to come we are likely to face many adversities. We are confident that the AIFUCTO will play a historic role in that phase as well.

World Action Day & Protest Day on Seventh September, 2010 

As per the  call given by World Federation of  Trade Unions and  World  Federation  of Teachers  Unions ( FISE) and fallowing the decision of NEC of  AIFUCTO World Action Day was observed  on  Seventh September 2010. In several states supportive action programs were conducted. At Tiruchchanapally World Federation of Teachers Unions (FISE) conducted a protest meeting at St Heber College.


The NEC decision to participate in the nationwide strike or some other suitable programme on 7th September, 2010 along with other central trade unions against Price Rise, disinvestment of Public Sector and demanding food security, social security and assured pension for those who have joined service after 01-01-2004 was successfully observed.

FISE Conference

The  XVII Statutory conference of  World  Federation of   Teachers'  Unions ( FISE)to be held at DHAKA, the capital of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh, from 26 to 28, December, 2010.It is being hosted by  National Academy of Education Management ( NAEM)  and  sponsored by Bangladesh University  College Teachers Association (BUCTA) Bangladesh Teachers  Association (BTA)  and  Bangladesh Technical  Teachers  Association (BTTA) On the eve of the conference  an International seminar  on 'Teaching Profession in the age of  Information Communication Technology'   is to be held during this period . His Excellency Hon’ble Rashtrapati (President) of the people’s republic of Bangladesh has kindly consented to inaugurate the conference on 26th December, 2010. The venue of the conference is NAEM campus which is in the lane just adjacent to historical DAKHA College (Established in 1857) in the new market area of the city of Dhaka. From Kolkata, we can reach Dhaka by Road/ Rail / flight. Passport with valid Visa is required to visit Bangladesh. In view of the security concern only limited Delegates / Observers are allowed from India.

27th Academic Conference

We have already informed you about the 27th Academic Conference being hosted by North Maharashtra University and College Teachers' Organizations at Jargon from 19th to 21st November, 2010.We believe this to be a historic conference proving guidance to the future course of action by the AIFUCTO.Please visit www.aifucto.org for details. 


Delegates, Observers and Guests are welcome to Jalgaon.Please inform the organizers of the exact number of participants of all categories as early as possible. This is extremely important for proper planning for accommodation, transportation and hospitality.

Delegates and your Annual Membership Fees

Please send the names of delegates as per the constitution. The delegates only have the voting rights. As I have informed a number of times the membership fee has been revised to Rs 10 (Ten) per member with a minimum of Rs.1500 (Fifteen hundred) and federation membership is now Rs.5000 (Five thousand) from 2009-2010.Kindly pay your up to date membership.

Struggle fund

The expenditure incurred during the pay revision and regulations movements have dented the financial position of our organization. A number of units have paid nothing in spite of regular reminders while some paid only partially. A call to collect Rs.100 (one hundred) per teacher was given long back and the lukewarm response from some units is most unfortunate. Please pay your membership and struggle fund contributions when you come to the conference. I feel it is necessary to point out that we are finding it very difficult to even reimburse the traveling expenditures of the Secretariat members. 

Meeting with UGC Chairman

The General Secretary met Prof.Thorat, Chairman, and UGC on 7th October, 2010 to discuss the demands of AIFUCTO and the pending issues. His attention was drawn to the anomalies in the UGC Regulations. The General Secretary informed him of the anxiety of AIFUCTO over the series of bills brought in the parliament and the AIFUCTO demand for a democratic dialogue on all such matters.

Meeting with Sri Sunil Kumar, Additional Secretary,MHRD

General Secretary held a meeting with Sri Sunil Kumar, Additional Secretary, and MHRD on 7th October, 2010 and thanked him for his efforts for accepting a number of AIFUCTO demands by the MHRD.  While welcoming the recent clarification by MHRD, General Secretary conveyed to Sri Sunil Kumar the contradictions regarding the promotions of Librarians and DPEs and absence of guidelines for the automatic promotions of university sector Associate Professors who have completed necessary years of service to the post of professors.SriS.Kumar was also informed of the anxiety of AIFUCTO for the delay in the payment of central government share of arrears of the revised pay scales. The General Secretary expected that all such issues will be resolved soon.

Regulations Anomaly Committee

We have submitted a detailed presentation to the Anomaly Committee. The Secretariat demanded that a meeting be held with the AIFUCTO to discuss the anomalies and find favorable solutions to them. As requested by AIFUCTO hundreds of communications were sent to the Anomaly Committee by units and individuals.


General Secretary discussed with Prof Ravi Srivastava, Member, Anomaly Committee, about the AIFUCTO representation and requested him to take care of them. Prof. Srivastava assured that he would be in touch with the AIFUCTO leadership while finalizing the recommendations on the anomalies.

News from the states
Meghalaya- MCTA

The 29th Annual General Conference of the Meghalaya College Teachers' Association (M.C.T.A.) was held at Shillong College, Shillong on the 25th September, 2010.  The Conference was inaugurated by Shri V. H. Pala, Hon'ble Minister of State for Water Resources, and Government of India in the presence of a host of dignitaries; Shri Pala called upon the teachers to work unitedly in the interest of the students as well as the society.  He expressed that the gratitude of the society and the government towards the teaching fraternity should be such that the teachers are treated equally and with dignity.  Dr. K. D. Ramsiej, President of the Association, in his speech, analysed the overall education scenario in the Country and the State, and pleaded for making the teaching job more rewarding to attract talents in teaching profession and strengthening the public education system.  He also reiterated the long pending demands of the Association with the State Government for extending revised pay scale for teachers in State Pay Scale, social security scheme for teachers, restoration of other allowances. 


The Conference was greeted by Prof. Apurba Kr. Das, Vice President, AIFUCTO, who called upon the teachers to build up a strong teachers' movement for strengthening public education system and defeating. Congratulations to the newly elected President- Prof. Charles Reuben Lyngdoh, General Secretary:  Prof. Eureka F. P. Lyngdoh and other executive committee members. We record our appreciation to the outgoing leaders, Prof.K.D.Ramsiej, Prof. H. Siem & Prof.M.N.Bhattacharjee for their valuable contributions to the national teachers' movement.

West Bengal - WBCUTA

West Bengal College & University Teachers Association (WBCUTA) held   its 79th    Conference in Cooch Behar on 2nd and 3rd October, 2010.A large number of teachers participated in the Conference. On this occasion a seminar on 'Recent Reforms in Education in India: Perspective and Challenges" was held on 1st and 2nd October. The conference was inaugurated by Prof.Sudarshan Roy Chowdhury, Minister in Charge of Higher Education, Govt. of West Bengal.Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya, former General Secretary AIFUCTO and Prof.Sudhr Roy, former President, AIFUCTO were present. Prof.B.Vijay Kumar, General Secretary,FISE greeted the Conference.Prof.James Wiliam ,President ,AIFUCTO  addressed the meeting and spoke in details on the proposed changes in the field of higher education and warned that these would hurt the cause of inclusive higher education in our country and deny  the access to large number of deserving students.Prof.B.Vijay Kumar pointed out the glaring snags in the philosophy of neo-liberal being pushed in  the higher education sector.Prof.Asok Barman,General Secretary dwelt on the  sustained action program of AIFUCTO to fight such moves to counter the privatization and protect the public funded education in our country,


Congratulations to Prof.Suvoday Dasgupta, newly elected president and Prof.Tarun Patra, the re-elected General Secretary, WBCUTA. and other executive committee members. We thank Prof.Harish Sarkar the outgoing President for his active support to the AIFUCTO.

Tamilnadu - MUTA 

20th conference of Madurai University Teachers' Association was held at Marthandam in Tamilnadu on 25th and 26th September, 2010. As part of the conference, a Seminar on "Decentralise, Decommodify and Democratise Higher Education" was organised on 25th September, 2010.  The seminar was inaugurated by Prof.V.Ponnuraj, Former President, MUTA. Prof.V.K.Ramachandran, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkatta and Member, West Bengal Planning Board gave the key note address .He stressed the need for inclusive and public funded higher education which was the experience of all developed countries. On 26th September, 2010, as a prelude to the conference, a massive rally of college teachers was organised in the morning which highlighted the theme of the conference through placards and slogans which caught the attention of the people of the city. The General Conference was presided by Prof.M.Ananthakrishnan, President, and MUTA.


The General Conference was inaugurated by Prof.A.James William, President, and AIFUCTO. Prof. Prabhat Patnaik, Vice Chairman, Keraa Planning Board, gave the key note address in the conference. In his thought provoking address, Prof.Prabhat Patnaik elaborated the process of commodification of education in general and higher education in particular and also the implementation of the neo-liberal policies in Higher Education. He called for a change in the neo-liberal policies which restrict the onward march of higher education in India.The Conference was attended by a large number of delegates.

AUT

Association of University Teachers organized a meeting on 26th September, 2010 at Combatore to felicitate retiring teachers.Prof. Asok Barman, GS, AIFUCTO was invited to speak on the latest developments in the higher education sector including the ongoing exercises regarding the anomalies. He presented a detailed report on the issue and informed the meeting that after achieving phenomenal success in its movement, the leadership is doing its best to ensure that all anomalies are properly addressed. He reported on the AIFUCTO programs to counter the moves to dilute the public funded education and privatization and commodityfication of higher education in India.He thanked the glorious roles played by AUT over the decades to provide great service to the national teachers movement.Prof.Jaya Gandhi, President, AUT and National Secretary, AIFUCTO highlighted the efforts by AIFUCTO to serve the teachers and great success achieved in ensuring a much improved pay scales as compared to the Pay Review Committee by putting in tireless efforts.Prof.Pannirselvam and other leaders addressed the meeting.

TANRECTA

The biannual conference of Tamil Nadu Retired College Teacher Association (TNRCTA) was held at Coiambatore on 25th September. Prof. Asok Kumar Barman, General Secretary AIFUCTO, dwelt at length on the details of   activities and action programs of AIFUCTO General Secretary Prof.EPPerumal, and the President    Prof. Thomas conducted the proceedings of the conferance. The General Secretary of AIFRUCTA Prof. KT Venkatacharyulu greeted the conference.   

Haryana - HGCTA

The Academic Conference & Abhinandan Samaroha of Haryana College Teachers Association was held on 8th October at GCG, Panchkula.Several teachers presented papers highlighting contemporary issues in higher education in Haryana.Sri. Rajendar Kumar, President, HGCTA delivered the welcome speech. Prof  Sanjiv Kumar ,General Secretary,HGCTA presented perspective report.Prof.Asok Barman & Prof. V.S. Nehera, Prof.Kapoor Singh General secretary Vice president   and zonal Secretary,AIFUCTO respectively  and many leaders of teachers organizations of Haryana participated in the program.


Sri Bhupinder Singh Huda , Hon'le Chief Minister and Sm.Geeta Bhukkal ,Education Minister were felicitated in the meeting.Hon'le Chief Minister released the Souvenir and launched the website of HGCTA.Dr.Ramprakash,a noted academician and member Rajya Sabha addressed the Conference.He spoke on the role of Sri Huda to serve the cause of higher education in Haryana. . Hon'le Chief Minister and Education Minister assured the members that the Haryana Govt. would continue to strengthen the higher education sector to make the state a higher education hub.


Rajasthan - RUCTA

A meeting of teachers surrounding Bharatpur, Rajasthan, was held in MSJ College, Bharatpur. Prof.Asok Barman,General Secretary,AIFUCTO  was invited to deliver a speech on the current developments in the national teachers' movement and the analysis of the UGC Regulations.Prof.Subhas Garg, theGeneral Secretary,RUCTA and Chairman,Board of Education presided over the meeting.Prof.Garg narrated the achievements of RUCTA in the implementation of revised pay scales and arrears payments. He paid rich tribute to the untiring efforts of the AIFUCTO leadership for the much coveted pay scales in general and pay band 4 for non Ph.D teachers. A large number of RUCTA members, Prof.V.K.Ary.Jt   Secretary, RUCTA & many Executive Committee members from Jaipur and other parts of Rajasthan attended the meeting.General Secretary; AIFUCTO thanked the RUCTA eldership for strong support to the national teachers' movement. He explained in details the implications of the UGC Regulations and requested the leaders to organize workshops for the benefit of young teachers. He emphasized the importance of research for our country and urged the authorities to create necessary infrastructure for that.

Annual Conference of AIFRUCTA

 
Annual Conference of All India Federation of Retired University and College Teacher 'Association (AIFRUCTA) was held at India Gandhi Women's College, Cutback, Orison. On 10th  October. The conference was inaugurated by Dr TS Meinya Sing, former minister of Higher & Technical Education, Government of Manipur and present MP (lok Sabha). Prof. B.Vijay Kumar, Prof. Mrinmoy Bhattachaya, and Prof. K.K.Theckedath, greeted the conference. The conference called for starting and strengthening Retired College Teacher Associations in different states .The General Secretary of AIFRUCTA Prof. KT Venkatacharyulu presented the annual report of activities.


Waiting to meet you at the Conference.

NOTICE FOR NEC MEETING

A meeting of the NEC will be held at 9 A.M. on 19th October,2010 at the Academic Conference venue to discuss the following agenda:


1.
The Report of General Secretary


2.
Financial Statement for the year 2009-10.



All members are requested to attend without fail.
Greetings

Asok Barman

General Secretary
