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Dear Friends.

Greetings and congratulations on the great success of our Dharna and March to Parliament on 26th August, 2011 and the observance of the Demands Day on 5th September, 2011.We are receiving very encouraging reports from all the parts of the country documenting the involvement of lacs of teachers in the programs of AIFUCTO. The objective of the program is to sensitize our members and the nation regarding our demands that include our professional agenda as well as the broad national issues related to the restructuring higher education in India. The media in many states, both print and electronic have given wide publicity to our program. We are gearing up to launch a bigger struggle including Court in the month of November-December when the winter session of Parliament will take place, if our demands of payment of arrears by the central and state governments are not accepted. You are to ensure the necessary organizational preparedness for the massive success of the programs.

Dharna  and March to Parliament on 26th August,2011

The program was a massive success as thousands of teachers from across the country assembled in Jantar Mantar to voice loud protest against non payment of arrears by the central and some state governments, non- rectification of the pay revision and UGC regulations anomalies moves to pass PFRDA and other educational restructuring bills in Parliament, privatization and commercialization of education and other issues.

The Dharna was inaugurated by Mr. Biju, MP and addressed by Mr. Azeez Pasha and Mr. Prabodh Panda MPs.They expressed solidarity with the demands of AIFUCTO and declared that they would raise the issues in the Parliament. Mr. Pasha raised the issue in Rajya Sabha the same day and Mr.Panda submitted a call attention notice to the Speaker of Lok Sabha.

Prof. James William, President and Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary addressed the rally and gave a call for a movement to compel the governments to accept our demands. The General Secretary noted that AIFUCTO expressed solidarity with the anti-corruption movement of Sri Anna Hazare and demanded a strong Lokpal Bill to be passed by the Parliament.

The General Secretary informed the Dharna about the great victory of the movement to regularize the Maharashtra teachers without NET under the leadership of MFUCTO and actively supported by AIFUCTO.Prof Barman congratulated the fighting spirit and exemplary unity of Maharashtra teachers.

Speakers from the states criticized the central and some state governments for the stand on nonpayment of arrears of revised pay scales and moves to introduce reforms that would hurt the interest of the nation. They promised to come in very large numbers to attend any program in Delhi as and when decided by the NEC. The meeting was addressed by Prof.K.K.Thekedath,our former president. He urged the young teachers to decipher the proposed bills and remain vigilant to protect the interest of the teaching community. The teachers marched to the Parliament and were stopped by the police.The General Secretary and other leaders reiterated the demands and thanked the participants. Memorandum was submitted to the Prime Minister  & Minister, HRD by the General Secretary.

Meeting with Chairman, UGC on 26th August, 2011

                          A delegation led by Prof.James William comprising Prof.V.S.Nehera, Vice President, Prof.V.P. Singh, Prof.Jaya Gandhi, Prof.Madhu Paranjpe, all national Secretaries & Prof.Lokendra,Zonal Secretary, met Prof.Ved Prakash, Chairman, and UGC and discussed the pending issues including the final report of Anomaly Committee on UGC regulations, Ph.D benefits in the new scales, new Ph.D regulations, extension of the date of refresher and orientation courses, regularization of Maharashtra teachers without NET from the date of appointment and others.the chairman promised to look into the matters.

NEC meeting at Gandhi Peace Foundation

NEC meeting was held in the evening of 26thy August, 2011.The meeting condoled the sad demise of our former leader Prof. Sambhaji Jadav. The speakers paid glowing tribute to the great leader.

The well attended meeting was presided over by Prof.James William. Prof.William introduced the agenda and explained the importance of the ongoing AIFUCTO movement. The General Secretary presented a detailed report on all the developments after the last NEC and congratulated the leaders for the massive success of the Dharna program. He proposed a Demands Day program. The meeting   decided that 5th September, 2011 would be observed as Demands Day throughout the country and the members would wear demand badges and send telegrams to the Prime Minister, Finance Minister & HRD Minister. The General Secretary observed that if the demands are not fulfilled, AIFUCTO will have to decide for cease work & court arrest during the winter session of parliament. 

The speakers from states apprised the NEC members of the latest developments.

Prof James William and Prof.Vivekanandan, Chairman, the organizing committee of 26th Statutory Conference hosted by MUTA invited all units and requested to send the names and delegation/participation fee at an early date. They appealed to raise advertisements at least one from each unit for the souvenir to be published on this occasion. The General Secretary appealed to all affiliates to secure advertisements to help the organizers. Women participants would be provided separate accommodations.

Meeting with Sri R.P.Sisodia, Joint Secretary, HRD on 6th September,2011

General secretary and Prof.Jagwant Singh, Vice President held meeting with Sri R.P.Sisodia,Jt. Secretary,HRD and conveyed the sentiment  and decisions of the NEC meeting held on 26th August,2011.They enquired about the progress of the secretary level meetings between Ministry of finance and HRD and expressed concern about the slow headway.

Meeting with UGC officials on 6th September, 2011

General Secretary & Prof. Jagwant Singh met Dr.Kazmi, the Secretary, and UGC and requested her to take an early measure to enhance the date of refresher and orientat6ion courses.Dr.kazmi informed that the Anomaly Committee report is at the final stage and would be sent to MHRD soon.Sri Ashok Dogra, Jt. Secretary appraised the AIFUCTO leaders of the latest developments on all matters.

News from states

Uttar Pradesh-LUACTA

A meeting attended by all the associated college teachers of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh was organized by the Lucknow University Associated College Teachers Association at JNPG College Lucknow on 12th August, 2011.Prof.Asok Barman was present in the meeting to inform the gathering of all the latest developments at the national level and to motivate the teachers to participate in the Dharna at Jantar Mantar to be held on 26th August.He urged the teachers to attend the Dharna in large numbers.

 Prof. Vivek Dwivedi, General Secretary, KUTA came to attend the meeting all the way from Kanpur.

Prof.Manoj Pandey, President and Prof.K.K.Bajpai, General Secretary, LUACTA welcomed the initiative of the General Secretary to meet the teachers. They stressed upon various issues related to the teachers including the CAS mechanism of API system enforced by the UGC.Prof. Barman emphasized the fact that the college and university teachers should be treated at par on all respects and the retirement age should be 65 for all categories of teachers. Prof.Rocky John, FUPUCTA representative raised the issue of highhandedness of the management of various colleges including the denial of promotional committees to the teachers. The meeting expressed concern at the misuse of minority rights by some minority colleges. The LUACTA leadership proposed a movement program against the anti teacher activities.GS, AIFUCTO declared that the national leadership will be with the movement. The teachers supported the proposed movement unanimously. We extend thanks to the LUACTA leadership and Prof.J.N.Shukla,GS,FUPuCTA to make the program a great success.

The program was well covered by the press.

Punjab – PFUCTO


At the call of Punjab Federation of University and College Teacher’s Organizations teachers from Punjab University, Guru Nanak Dev University, Punjab Agricultural University, Guru  Anagad Dev Veterinary  and Animal Sciences University, Govt. Colleges and Non-Govt. Colleges of Punjab and Chandigarh held an impressive rally at Chandigarh. The demand of teachers included release of arrears, pension for staff of aided colleges as per Act of 1999, full pension on completion of 20 years of service, enhancement of retirement age to 65years, filling up of vacant posts, enhanced funding of teaching and research, withdrawal of anti-education Bills introduced in Parliament in the name of reforms, adoption of UGC letters on refresher courses, better service conditions including security of service for teachers working on unaided posts.

The rally was addressed by AIFUCTO General Secretary Asok Barman, Vice President, AIFUCTO and General Secretary, PFUCTO, Dr.Jagwant singh, President PFUCTO, Prof. H.S. Kingra, President PUTA, Prof. Akshay Kumar, President  GNDUTA Prof. Balwinder Singh, President GCTA Jaipal Singh, General Secretary, PCCTU Prof. H.S.Walia and General Secretary GCTA Prof. Hardeep Singh

The protest action was given wide coverage by both electronic and print media

Conference at Kanya Kumari, Tamilnadu

We have announced that the next Statutory Conference will be held at the historic KanyaKumari The Conference is being hosted by Madurai University Teachers’ Association (MUTA).The dates of the Conference are 20,21,22 October,2011. Please send the names of delegates and participants & registration fee @Rs.1000 per head well before the conference.

Kindly note the E-mail id of the conference: aifucto26thconference@gmail.com 

Also note the phone numbers of contact persons for any information and assistance:

Prof. T. Manohara Justus, General Secretary, MUTA and organizing secretary for the Conference - 09443579457

Prof. C. Retnasigamani, Convener, Accommodation Committee - 09786049489

Dr. S. Murugan, Convener, Souvenir Committee - 09443580067

Prof. S.Subbaraj,  Conference Treasurer- 09443970510

Prof. S. Vivekanandan, President, MUTA, 09443380252 

Struggle Fund

 I have been drawing your attention to the poor fund position of AIFUCTO.We have been continually staying in Delhi  and holding meetings and other programs. All these involve substantial expenditures.Further, we are  moving across the country for the purpose of organizational build up. I request all those who have not yet paid the struggle fund or paid only partially to send the sum due for a long time as early as possible.

Reports of affiliates to be included in the Annual Report- Urgent request

All affiliates are requested to send a brief report of their activities and programs in the current year for the inclusion in the Annual Report of General Secretary. The report must be in soft mode and should be sent to the GS by e-mail at the id-asok.barman@gmail.com.

The size of the report should be one page (A-4, font size 11).We must receive the matter by 30th September, 2011

.

 Notice for NEC Meeting
 The next NEC Meeting of AIFUCTO will be held on 20th October, 2011, at 9-30 a.m. at the Conference venue.

Agenda

1. The Annual Report and Audited Accounts for the consideration of AGM

All members are requested to attend.

Eagerly waiting to meet you at the Conference.

Warm greetings.

Asok Barman

General Secretary

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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