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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY-ADOPTED BY THE 26TH STATUTORY CONFERENCE, KANYAKUMARI, TAMILNADU
Respected President, Delegates and Friends,
 I take great pleasure in extending a very hearty and warm welcome to all of you to this congregation of teachers of higher education sector from all over India.

 We have assembled at this historic moment at Kanyakumari, the beautiful sea shore town, located at the southernmost tip of India overlooking the confluence of the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. It is a very memorable and proud moment to be in Kanyakumari, the blessed land, which is the daily witness to the awesome majesty of nature, a place sanctified by the penance of Swami Vivekananda, a living testimony to the vibrancy of the composite culture of this country and a mother who gave us some of our finest patriots like P.Jeevanandan. I congratulate the MUTA for having thoughtfully chosen this venue for the national meeting of the yeomen of higher education in this district which was one of the first to achieve not only mere functional literacy but also excellent higher education.
I extend most sincere thanks to MUTA for its invite to the entire AIFUCTO fraternity to picturesque Kanyakumari. 

Remembering Vivekananda

At the very beginning of my presentation, I remember the clarion call of Swami Vivekananda, the great spiritual leader and humanist, who attained enlightenment after deep meditation on the Vivekananda Rock of Kanyakumari: He reminded us-

Arise, awake and  stop  not  till the goal is reached.

Swamiji said that India needs education for everybody, and more for the downtrodden, the backward people of India. He declared- if backward people did not come to receive education, education should be taken to them. This is the concept of inclusive education .The AIFUCTO, conscious of the mandate before it from the revered Yogi is committed to put all its might in this cause and our Conference seminar is rightly focussed.

Homage to the departed leaders and members       

An AIFUCTO Conference commences with the poignant duty of saluting our leaders who were with us for the earlier conference, who having run the race well are gone to eternal rest.  

At the outset I pay our deepest homage to our leaders and members who have left us this year. We have lost the great leaders including Prof.Arun Dixit and Prof, Sambhaji Jadav. We record our deep sense of condolence at their passing away and remember the great services they rendered to our Federation,

Perspective of the 26th Statutory Conference

The issues we discussed and the movement resolution we adopted in Jalgaon Conference have been addressed in the current year with all earnestness. We are very happy and proud that the long standing problems of non NET/SLET teachers of Maharashtra have been resolved after a determined and strong united movement launched by MFUCTO and supported by the AIFUCTO.  Secretary, AIFUCTO declared in Jalgaon that all efforts would be made to solve this decade old problem before the next AIFUCTO Conference. The splendid coordination between the state federation and the central leadership will remain written in golden letters and provide guidance to the entire teachers’ movement of our country.

The AIFUCTO Conferences occupy a distinctly important position in the teachers’ movement in our country. A national federation representing more than 5 lacs teachers has the historical duty and responsibility to take a stock of the developments since the last Conference, analyse them and chalk out the agenda for the coming days. Like all previous occasions, the last year unfolded many challenges; some of them have been successfully negotiated while some others are being pursued. The issues we faced included our professional demands including the implementation of pay scales in states, payment of arrears by the central and state govts, rectification in anomalies in pay scales notification and UGC regulations. Some other important matters related to the grim struggle to solve decade old problem of thousands of teachers of Maharshtra and extension of the RC/OC dates. Besides all these professional issues we took great care in ensuring effective participation in national forums to oppose anti education bills and build up joint movements to oppose PFRDA bill

INTERNATIONAL SCENARIO    

  Political   

 The US played the gendarme of the world, made brazen intervention in the domestic affairs of many countries, and thus posed great threat to the sovereignty of countries like Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and others. The policies pursued by the USA and its allies clearly betray the imperialist design to retain global hegemony. However, it is being increasingly admitted in the world community that the voices of countries like India, South Africa, Brazil and China can no longer be ignored. There is intense demand for the reconstitution of international forums like the Security Council with permanent membership for nations like India.  The AIFUCTO stresses the need for collective action by the developing countries to frustrate economic and political hegemony of imperialist North and strengthen south-south cooperation to add vigour to the fight against economic underdevelopment, unemployment, hunger and squalor.

 Palestinian   Statehood  

 Notwithstanding the earlier promises made by the US President in UNO supporting statehood to the Palestine, the USA reneged on it , in complete violation of  UN Resolution 181 that provided for the creation of an independent  Palestine state. This affirms the belief that the US lobby will continue its policy of denial to the Palestinians of their fundamental right to statehood. We demand that the UNO resolution on the statehood be implemented immediately and we urge our members to show solidarity with the international campaign for the cause. 

Plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka 

The AIFUCTO noted with great concern that the UN panel formed to assess the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka found credible the allegations of killing of civilians through widespread shelling of hospitals, denial of humanitarian assistance to the sick and the dying, human rights violations including torture, inflicted by the Rajapakshe Government. The panel has concluded that the government’s notion of accountability is not in accordance with international standards. Human rights violations anywhere are a matter of great concern and the AIFUCTO hopes the IDPs would soon begin to live in complete dignity and on an equal footing with the majority, in a land that is undeniably and historically theirs.

Terrorism- international

 Terrorism is a menace to peace and development and nullifies at one go all the precious achievements of mankind. It is a clear and unmistakable enemy of all forces striving to build up the unity of the working class across borders, languages, religions and cultures.  While strongly condemning all types of terrorism and its monstrosities inspired by mistaken and half-baked notions of religious ideology, parochial fervour and chauvinism of the first order, the rank and file of the AIFUCTO is also convinced that just like the Battle of Waterloo, this war against terrorism and fundamentalism is also fought and won in the premises of educational institutions.

World economic crisis

The western market economy has been tottering on its knees and has been limping from one crisis to another frustrating hope that some miracle would retrieve it and put it back on the path of high growth. Instead, evidence of more debacles is emerging and shaking the entire capitalist world. This is not surprising as all these countries have high levels of interdependence. 

There are numerous maladies that plague the western world. To name a few of them would give an idea of the seriousness of the crises. The unemployment rate has touched 10 per cent; the countries like Greece and Sweden have serious financial crises; increasing number of banks and financial companies have been piling up Non Performing Assets, raising   serious questions on their viability. Since 2008, growth of world income has slackened and the GDP of developed economies have been falling rather sharply; there are apprehensions that the world economy is heading towards another great depression like 1930s; and the world. is looking to India and China  as growth centres and the growth in  world has almost disappeared .All these unmistakably establish the fact that the industrially advanced countries are in utter chaos and know little to get themselves out of the crises. A peculiar portend is that, unlike previous experiences, the prices of all goods have been rising. Business confidence has taken a beating and the governments are clueless .The stock market has become extremely volatile and clearly has lost its sheen. However, this pressure instead of propelling governments to right action, has led to

Some very damaging policy prescriptions like reducing govt. allocations for welfare measures. This would definitely hurt the common man, damage the economy further and recovery would be even more difficult.

Almost every day more and more countries and financial bodies are getting downgraded. The  mad rush for profit, the utter neglect of prudent financial principles, irresponsible corporate behaviour in  social sector and crony capitalism have brought the world economy to the brink of collapse.

World wide protest against corporate greed and unholy alliance
The public wrath against greedy corporate sectors, banks, financial institutions and corporate sector has now snowballed into a formidable movement across the globe. The common man is disgusted with the working of the unscrupulous business sector and has come onto the streets spontaneously to lodge protest against greed. The ongoing recession soaring unemployment, inflation ,threat of cut in welfare expenditure in the name of austerity have made the common man extremely vulnerable. The unholy nexus between the corporate sector, politicians and bureaucrats have been playing havoc resulting in diversion of fund to the dominant coterie in all possible manners only to make the govt. exchequer poorer and ultimately pass on the financial burden to the common man.
FISE ORGANISATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


XVII Statutory Conference of World Federation of Teachers’ Unions( FISE) 

XVII Statutory conference of  World  Federation of   Teachers’  Unions ( FISE)  was  held at DHAKA , the capital of the peoples republic of Bangladesh, from 26 to 28, December, 2010. It  was   hosted by  National Academy of Education Management (NAEM),Ministry of education, Government of Bangladesh  and  sponsored by   Bangladesh University  College Teachers Association (BUCTA)  Bangladesh Teachers  Association  (BTA) , and  Bangladesh  Technical  Teachers  Association (BTTA) On the eve of the conference  an International seminar  on ‘Teaching Profession in the age of  Information Communication Technology’ was  held during this period . His Excellency  Hon’ble  Rashtrapati    ( President) of  the peoples republic of Bangladesh, Mr. Md. Zillur Rahman  has inaugurated the conference on 26th December,2010

A  15 member delegation of  All India Federation of University and College Teacher' Organisations  participated in the conference. 

Annual Conference of World Federation of Teachers’ Unions( FISE) XVII Statutory conference of  World  Federation of   Teachers’  Unions ( FISE)   held at DHAKA , decided to hold every  years’ Administrative committee meeting as Annual conference of   FISE. This  year it was held at Colombo at the invitation of Ceylon Service Teachers Union CSTU on 15-16 October. On the eve of the conference  an International seminar  on ‘Social responsibility of education ‘A  10 member delegation of  All India Federation of University and College Teacher' Organizations  participated in the conference. 
16th World Trade Union Congress 16th World Trade Union Congress, was held , April 6-9, at Athens, Greece. Congress was of great success because presence of large number of delegates from different countries and continents. More than 800 delegates attended the congress,. A good number teacher from Africa and Latin America attended the conference as a part of general trade unions. We could recognize some of them and are in process of establishing contacts directly with FISE. The leadership of FISE is represented by the General Secretary Prof. B.Vijay Kumar and Prof. Jahangir General Secretary , Bangladesh  University College Teachers Association The conference elected New Presidential Council
FISE  Presidents’ visit to China; At the invitation of All China Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU) FISE  president Dr Mahfuza Khanam visited Peoples Republic of china, as a part of delegation of World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) , April ,2011
100th Session of the International Labour Conference 100th Session of the International Labour Conference was held at Geneva , from 1st to 18th June,2011.This conference  adopted a historic set of international standards aimed at improving the working conditions of tens of millions of domestic workers worldwide.  "the new ILO standards set out that domestic workers around the world who care for families and households must have the same basic labour rights as those available to other workers: reasonable hours of work, weekly rest of at least 24 consecutive hours, a limit on in-kind payment and clear information on terms and conditions of employment, as well as respect for fundamental principles and rights at work including freedom of  association and the right to collective bargaining

 FISE GS visit  to  Ethiopian Teachers Association (ETA) ETA is one of the biggest affiliate   of FISE with a membership about 350,000 from all over Ethiopia. Teachers from primary to University are the members of ETA. ETA is the only organization in FISE who could make as a part of official delegation to every year ILO Conference  To Develop greater rapport with ETA, FISE General Secretary  was on a visit to Ethiopia from September, 13 to 19.ETA promised to hold, next years’ annual conference of FISE at Addis Ababa 

Bi annual  conference  of UNESCO;  36th  Bi annual  conference  of UNESCO is to take place at  Paris the headquarters of UNESCO  from 25 October  to 10 November 2011  . Bi annual  conference  of UNESCO is a special event  for the academic world , where in   detailed discussions pertaining to Natural  Sciences ( Energy , Water , Ecology )Social  Sciences ( Human Rights , Peace , Gender ) , Culture ( Diversity , Tolerance), Education ( EFA , MDG, Higher Education  ) takes place . FISE enjoys consultative status with UNESCO as  such we shall  able to send good delegation to the conference this year as  well.

International  Seminars  on Social Responsibility of Higher Education . FISE planning to hold at Chittagong  (Bangladesh) and Cuttack The sub  themes of the seminar , are Higher Education—Economy, Infrastructure, Decent living conditions , 
Higher Education—Governance, Law & Order, Democracy, 
 The  Seminar at Chittagong( Bangladesh) is to be held 22-24 December,2011. FISE appeals to all its affiliates and friendly associations/ unions  to see that good number  delegates/ observers participate in the seminar   on self financing basis. Chittagong is almost a second capital of  Bangladesh  and well connected by air. We can reach Chittagong  by  road / rail / river  from Kolkata. International  Seminar  on Social Responsibility Of  Higher Education  at  Cuttack on 28-29 January, 2012

FISE appealed to observe the fallowing days of importance 

‘International Mother Tongue Day ‘ is observed on 21st February,  FISE appeals to all of our affiliates and friendly associations  to observe this day with all seriousness. Where the importance of mother tongue is decreasing .

May Day Teachers should observe this day to identify themselves with the working class so that the working and living  conditions of all workers including that of teachers can be further improved.    

World Literacy  Day  is  observed on 8th  September of every year. Teachers associations should  form a strong network of advocacy group for more investments in education, Library & Internet facilities for all people, improving service conditions of Teachers and  propagating good practices for teachers so that  world can attain EFA &  MDG goals .

World Teachers Day on  5th October  World Teachers’ Day, held annually on 5 October since 1994, commemorates the anniversary of the signing in 1966 of the UNESCO/ILO Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers.  

World Science Day for Peace and Development is observed on 10th November of every year. The observance this day has to be stressed so that the arms race may be stopped and helps to develop scientific temper . 

Teachers Of the World (TOW) : FISE  continued regular uninterrupted  publication of  magazine TOW for the last  ten years. .FISE could enroll about 320 members as five year subscribers. We request all the activists of AIFUCTO  to enroll themselves as  five year subscribers so that they  can think globally and act locally. Finally as  you are aware AIFUCTO is the strongest limb of  FISE, AIFUCTO shall play  pro active role in strengthening  FISE .

Concern for the deteriorating world environment & our duty
We are concerned that the degradation of world environment has now assumed great proportion and the world climatic changes pose serious threat to the well being of mankind. The growing degree of pollution will result in catastrophic results. We, the teachers, have a great duty to sensitize our students and fellow citizens to the looming danger. We have referred to this issue a number of times and request our members to work for a greener earth.

National Scenerio
Developments in India run parallel with the course of international developments.  The capitalist mode of production and distribution has been making the life of the common man increasingly miserable and his anger against the establishment is mounting. Nothing brings out the disconnect between the masses and the  central govt,  better than the affidavit filed by the Planning  Commission before the apex court.

New poverty estimates and the  PDS    

The national poverty lines set therein  by the Planning Commission, at Rs 32 and Rs 26 per capita per day for urban and rural areas respectively has sent  shock waves all  around. This cannot be accepted as the benchmarks to measure the extent of poverty in India. The estimates not only present an unreal picture of the number of poor and hungry people in our country but also pose seriously damaging policy implications. The AIFUCTO does not accept the estimates and demands a re-look at the methodology adopted to arrive at such incredibly unrealistic results.

We are worried as this estimate is to be linked to the basic entitlement of the people to various government welfare  schemes, notably access to food stuff.

The recent changes in the Public Distribution System have proved to be flawed and, by and large, failed to serve the interests of the poor.

The targeted public distribution system has done more harm than good by creating divisions even among the poor and has led to massive errors of exclusion. The experts have been discussing various schemes to make it more inclusive by plugging loopholes. The AIFUCTO, whose members teach children hailing from families sorely dependent for their grains on the PDS, demands that, until a more efficient system is evolved, the universal PDS should be reintroduced wherever it stands discontinued.

Indian economy

Indian economy has been under strain for quite sometime now. The inflation is unabated and the food inflation has assumed a serious proportion, touching almost 10 per cent. The disturbing part of the story of inflation and government policy is that for several months when inflation was biting the economy and the poor were reeling under it , it  played   passive spectator hoping that the problems would be solved on a self correcting mode. When it woke up  and took  belated measures, which  proved to be  very costly: the successive increases in REPO rate have made investment costly and would inevitably result in further fall in investment. The investment GDP ratio, it is believed, would decline further. We have already experienced deterioration in the industrial growth rate. The fall in industrial growth rate has plummeted to a mere 3 per cent. By all indications, the economic scenario in the next fiscal will remain unsatisfactory, if not grim.

The recent downgrading of State Bank of India, the largest commercial bank of India with the reputation of strongest public sector bank enjoying highest capital asset ratio. We have now evidence of many international banks falling apart and sending the financial sector into deep trouble. The statement by the rating agency that some of its assets are of dubious nature must be taken up by all with seriousness. Any major crisis in SBI will make our economy extremely vulnerable as this is the commercial bank of the government. Other nationalised and private banks are far inferior to SBI and there is every possibility that the confidence of people inside and outside the country may be shaken. We believe the Indian banking system needs careful assessment and prudent guidance. The proposals to allow corporate sector set up banks, in sharp contrast to the Mrs Gandhi’s line of nationalising banks,  should be shelved as the signal of downgrading of SBI must be honoured.

The stock market has been showing nervousness and remains volatile. The speculators have been very active and the hard earned money of the  people is  in danger.

The importance of state funding 
The AIFUCTO noted with great concern that in recent times, there is growing discussion in the developed world to reduce or withdraw subsidies  to combat fiscal deficits with the assertion that the recessionary phase is over. Needless to say that this is an incorrect perception and would lead  to disastrous developments. We understand that this is the  reflection of the eagerness of Finance Capital lobby desperately trying to minimise the role of the governments so that, in the guise of financial stability private sector can occupy the space vacated by the Government.

 Shifting our attention from the developed world to the developing world, the implications of government expenditure are far more important   as large segments of population of these countries are poor, deprived of basic education and health facilities, not to speak of quality services in both the vital domains.  Further, due to globalisation the developing countries are  harshly exposed to   macro economic instability   and high inflation . Food prices have not only increased alarmingly but also show extreme resilience. The governments’ actions are confined to occasional and hollow assurances on price control measures, which never bring about the promised declining trend, and thus placing the population wholly at the mercy of providence.

In countries like India, suggestions take somewhat different form like increasing the role of private investors in all key service sectors including health and education and relative dilution of public sector.

 In the context of the proposed relative dilution of the role of state funding in education in a country like India and giving more and more space to the private initiatives, various issues emerge. A look at the higher education sector in India in the light of the ongoing debate to dilute the role of state funding of education coupled with growing privatisation and the consequent plight of a sizable and growing number of teachers outside the mainstream appointments.

Admittedly, the organised sections, including teachers covered by UGC & AICTE and similar bodies in other fields, have largely been able to maintain or enhance their capabilities through pay revisions and grant of dearness allowances. A good number of them also enjoy many state subsidies not linked to the income levels.

In the higher education sector there has been very little increase in financial grants in real terms compared to the need to maintain and enhance quality and inclusive education, which has now become more expensive. With the failure to allot more funds by the central and state govts, there is insignificant increase in number of new posts. In the official documents we find an elitist bias towards  building  up a handful of centres of excellence, showing little concern for the venerable institutions, both old and new, tottering on their knees with poor infrastructure and diminishing teaching posts. In the place of regular teachers, lacs of ad hoc teachers are hired for shamefully low wages. While looking into the reasons for a large number of teachers not being allowed to do the refresher and orientation courses for their CAS, the AIFUCTO noted that there are still great number of colleges with single faculty member departments. Though the matter was repeatedly brought to the notice of the governments, both the central and states, precious little is done.

Terrorist attack in Delhi 

The AIFUCTO condemns the terrorists attack in New Delhi High Court area on 7th September, 2011       .The heinous crime perpetrated by the terrorists took away innocent lives and injured many. This is a cowardly attack and reminds us of the necessity for constant vigil by the administration and the members of public. All the people of India have to stand united so that the scourge of terrorism is crushed. The govt. must identify the criminals and the judiciary ensure speedy justice.

PFDRA Bill –AIFUCTO OPPOSITION
The AIFUCTO decided to oppose the deadly blow, dealt in the form of  the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority Bill (PFRDA)  which is just a part of the Neo-Liberal Reform. This Bill is injurious to all our young teachers and also out most talented youngsters who are sought to be attracted to teaching by MHRD through pay revision.

            Though the Bill is tabled only now, after repeated opposition from the Left and other parties, the Central Govt. and the Govts in the states have started implementing the National Pension Scheme from 01-01-2004 itself. Kerala, West Bengal and Tripura are the only states which have not introduced the new pension scheme. So, now, the Bill has been sent to the select Committee and may come back to the Parliament in the next session.

      The new National Pension Scheme is nothing but privatisation of the pension funds. Pension has been accepted as a social security measure and the retired employees have been assured of a definite and assured amount of pension. It has been accepted as a terminal benefit and the right of the employees after their long innings in the govt. service. Every employee will know what he would get after his retirement and could plan his life on that basis.Pension is nothing but deferred payment.

      But the new pension scheme is a contributory pension scheme in which every employee starts subscribing to the scheme right from his entering the service with an equal contribution from the employer. But this fund will be invested by the pension fund managers in equity markets and the pension he gets would depend upon the returns. He can’t be sure of what he would get and whether he would get anything at all. “There shall be no implicit or explicit assurance of benefits; market based guaranteed mechanism to be purchased by the subscriber”. The world economy itself has collapsed under the weight of the collapse of the financial market.

      So, pension, which has been termed as a social security measure is going to be converted into an insecure instrument. The only people who would be happy are the private fund managers who would get enormous amount of workers’ money to be exploited. The fund managers appointed by the PFRDA will handle the fund not for charity but for their own profit. Pension will be only the net amount after ensuring the profit of the fund managers. In the context of natural uncertainty of the market, fund managers are naturally expected to neutralise their risk first and then take care of the risk of the pensioners who actually supply capital to the fund managers through their life-time savings in pension fund.
      The employees and teachers have to oppose the PFRDA Bill. It will be a big struggle. The ruling alliance and the principal opposition are together in this attack on the working class. So the struggle will have to match it. Only a joint and relentless struggle of the entire working class can defeat the forces of globalization and the economic policies arising out of it. We have a duty to the younger generation. That is to bequeath to them what all we have got and have enjoyed. That is why our National EC which met at Calcutta has decided to oppose the Bill and to organize demonstrations against it. We should be ready for a bigger struggle in the days to come. There is now organized opposition to the scheme and our leaders have been participating in meetings, seminars and demonstrations to oppose the Bill along with the trade unions and civil society.

Corruption and nation wide protest
Commonwealth Games Scam

The Commonwealth games scam unearthed by CAG   involved large scale misappropriation of money during the preparatory phase and conduct of the 2010 Commonwealth games held in New Delhi. The total value of the scam is estimated to be Rs.70,000 crore. The scams it involved politicians, bureaucrats and corporates. The scam is being probed by the CBI. The various contracts were manipulated by Central Minister Mr. Suresh Kalmadi and team and allegedly misappropriated huge amounts in the process.  Mr.Kalmadi has been accused of various irregularities and is now under arrest

 2G SCAM

 The country was shocked to learn about the 2G spectrum scam. The scam involved officials in the government of India illegally undercharging mobile telephony companies for frequency allocation licenses, which they would use to create 2G subscriptions for cell phones in the year 2008.. The shortfall between the money collected and the money which the law mandated to be collected is Rs1,76,379 crores.It is most disturbing that such huge amount the exchequer lost due to the dishonest practice of the Minister concerned. In a country, where the Govt. is cash strapped the scam reveals the corrupt practices by a person no other than the Union Telecom  Minister. 
The lack of good governance

Along with our countrymen we are extremely worried over the poor and deteriorating governance in India. Many concerned persons have pointed out the mounting problems of credibility of government official and all round disappointment at the worsening of the situation. Recently the Comptroller and Auditor General noted that the quality of governance is below par and subject to severe criticism. The morale of civil servants is low. and badly affecting the decision making. We demand the government should take immediate steps to restore the moral of civil servants and confidence of people in the efficacy of administration. A good governance is a sine qua non for the quality of public services affecting each and everybody.

It is important to note that a group of eminent citizens have recently expressed deep concern at the issue of corruption and interest of the nation. The group includes noted economists, industrialists, Members of Rajya Sabha not attached to political parties, and social workers. The group lamented that common man’s life was vitiated by corruption at every turn. The group strongly advocated for speedier environmental clearances, online auction of natural resources and so on. They emphasized such corrective actions to prevent discretionary and irregular practices. They also suggested appointment of more judges for an effective redress mechanism.

The group pointed out that the historic debate in our Parliament on Lokpal reinforced the inviolable primacy of the constitution and was an event of relief and reassurance to the vast and silent majority who constitute India’s core civil society. 

The ongoing movements against the rampant corruption and the undisclosed amount of black money have certainly gathered momentum and our members have duty and responsibility to join the movement and campaign for the supremacy of the democratic norms having full faith on the Parliament. The real strength of our society is enshrined in our Constitution.

Anna Hazare’s movement
The All India Federation of University and College Teachers’ Organizations expressed its solidarity with the nationwide movement against corruption in the country. The AIFUCTO condemned the attitude of the Govt. of India in trying to muffle democratic rights of organizations to protest for genuine demands by arresting veteran Gandhi an Anna Hazare and his team. The widespread support Anna’s movement has received in the aftermath of his arrest showed the people’s anger against corruption and against the Govt. which has been trying to shield and protect the corrupt. So instead of trying to suppress the movements against corruption, the Govt. should bring in an effective lokpal Bill which would enable the creation of an effective body to punish the corrupt. AIFUCTO believes that a Lokpal cannot be a panacea whatever its form and content be unless effective steps are taken to break the unholy nexus between the corporate, bureaucracy and the politicians. So AIFUCTO appealed to the Govt. of India to unconditionally release Mr. Anna Hazare and permit him to stage peaceful protests without placing unnecessary hurdles. AIFUCTO also highlighted the view that any move to bypass the Parliament and the parties in the opposition in bringing in a suitable legislation for a strong Lokpal would not augur well for the future of democracy in the country. The massive support to Sri Hazare at the Ramlila Ground was a strong signal to the Govt. and  the political parties that the issue of corruption would not be tolerated any more. The AIFUCTO congratulates Sri Hazare and demands strong Lokpal Bill in the winter session of the Parliament.We appeal to all political parties to put the interest of the nation above all parochial political or personal gain.India is certainly passing through a transitional phase and we believe our democratic principle will be held high.

However,the Anna Hazare movement has not pointed out that the root of the corruption lies in the neo-liberal economic policies.We believe that unless the economic policies are set in right mode it will be impossible to root out corruption. 

Earthquake in NE,East India and Nepal

We are  deeply shocked at the  loss of life and property in the recent earth quake in North East  and East India and Nepal  We urge the Central and state govts. to take all steps to help the affected people and restore the normalcy as early as possible.There should be repair of roads and buildings on war footing. The situation is still unsatisfactory.the calamity once again proves the lack of preparedness to negotiate such disaster.The govt. must prepare a disaster management blueprint to help people in such events.  
National educational scenario and AIFUCTO actions

 In the higher education sector, over the years, there have been appointments of teachers outside the domain of UGC/AICTE pay scales, variously known as contractual teachers, part timers, guest lecturers, state scale teachers and so on. It is a pity that they are Working for a pittance, that too with no security of service and retirement benefits. Many of them are forced to agree to the regular breaks so that they cannot claim any pay scale or go to the court of law. The AIFUCTO has repeatedly drawn attention of state and central governments to this grave issue. The problem has been compounded as in many states, mostly in private run institutions, teachers are being appointed in who do not have requisite qualification only to pay them unbelievably poor pay and make profit. The AIFUCTO hails the stand taken by the UGC that the payment to the qualified teachers should be guided by the accepted pay scales. There must be more funds for state funded institutions and rigorous regulatory measures for the private ones.  We are committed to take up the issue not only for the sake of the exploited  teachers  but also for ensuring quality of education and well being  of our nation , which are our cardinal principles. This year we instructed our affiliates to take actions so that the payment to the teachers of the categories must be equitable and the security of service is ensured.

We have been pointing out for some years that a large number pf posts are vacant and there are embargo is some states on new appointment. This is a very serious issue and on our insistence the HRD issued letter to the state governments to take urgent steps to fill such posts.We is very unhappy that there is very little actions on the part of the govts.
 Appointment of teachers outside UGC & AICTE pay scales 

In the higher education sector, over the years, there have been appointments of teachers outside the domain of UGC/AICTE pay scales, variously known as contractual teachers, part timers, guest lecturers, state scale teachers and so on. It is a pity that they are working for a pittance, that too with no security of service and retirement benefits. Many of them are forced to agree to the regular breaks so that they cannot claim any pay scale or go to the court of law. The AIFUCTO has repeatedly drawn attention of state and central governments to this grave issue. The problem has been compounded  in many states, quite routinely in most  private run institutions, teachers are being appointed  who do not have requisite qualification only to pay them unbelievably poor pay and make profit. It is a sad fact that some State governments too are guilty of this practice, no matter how strongly the higher judiciary had tried to dissuade them. The AIFUCTO hails the stand taken by the UGC that the payment to the qualified teachers should be guided by the accepted pay scales, and demands of all state Governments that  they abandon backdoor appointments under the guise of  ‘Guest Lecturer” Contractual teacher” and so on and that hereafter all teacher appointments in our colleges and universities  be made only on regular basis.  There must be more funds for state funded institutions and rigorous regulatory measures for the private ones.  We are committed to take up the issue not only for the sake of the exploited  teachers  but also for ensuring quality of education and well being  of our nation , which are our cardinal principles. 

National Forum In Defence Of Education

March to Parliament on December 2, 2010

Thousands of people comprising of students, teachers, non-teaching employees and officers of schools, colleges & universities, youths, parents and activists of people’s science movements marched from Ramlila Maidan to Parliament Street in a rally raising issues related to education. 

This rally was held after a national convention held on 13th August which formed a National Forum in Defence of Education in Delhi.  

The rally raised slogans criticizing the anti-people policies of UPA II Government and its neo-liberal ‘reform’ agenda in the field of education and resolved to force the Central Government to accept the demands. 

The rally was addressed by a large number of leaders of the participating organizations and leaders and MPs. 

 Prof.James Williams, the President of the AIFUCTO was the president of the Presidium.

Prof.Asok Barman, General Secretary AIFUCTO was the inaugural speaker. He criticised the recent initiatives to bring basic changes in our educational structure and stressed the need for a united movement. The rally was addressed by a number of Members Of Parliament including; Basudev Acharya, M.Abani Roy; D Raja, I; Barun Mukherjee.Sri Rajendran, General Secretary STFI pledged support to the initiative.

.

The speakers focused on the policies of the central government aimed at pushing centralization, privatisation and commercialisation of the education sector in the country which would undermine the goal of expansion, excellence and equity in education. They said the goal of expansion, excellence and equity can only be achieved through increased public spending based on a democratic education policy. 

The speakers also criticised the government over the issue of corruption and said the amount of money involved is much more than what was required to meet the needs of providing equitable and quality education in the country. They warned the government against ignoring the demands being made failing which the struggle would be intensified in the coming days. 

SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENTARY SUB COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN UNIVERSITY BILL

 On behalf of the AIFUCTO the President & General Secretary made a Submissions to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Bill regarding the Entry and operation of Foreign Educational institutions in India

 Our leaders  pointed out that the outlines of the social philosophy which should govern all our institutions educational as well as economic and political is indicated in the preamble of our Constitution’. Our constitution envisages an engagement in a quest for democracy through the realization of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity. Any educational policy should be based on the principles enshrined in our constitution. The aim of education is not only the provision of knowledge and skills but also the inculcation of social and constitutional values in the younger generation.

Any discussion of the policies in education should take note of the ground realities in the Indian society. India is one country in which historically a large section of the people have been denied any form of formal education or rather religiously prohibited from acquiring any form of education not only on the basis of their inability to pay but also on the basis of their birth. Hence the Constitution makers were right in providing for instruments for social justice in the Constitution itself. Hence the core principles which should guide the educational policies must be access, quality and equity.

The entry of foreign institutions into India has aggravated the commercialisation of higher education. The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill correctly echoes this situation and says that the FEIs ‘may be resorting to various malpractices to allure and attract students’ and there are ‘chances of adoption of various unfair practices besides commercialisation’. The statement could be more accurate if ‘are’ is used instead of ‘may be’.

Even if the institutions are going to be regulated when the Bill becomes an Act, there is no guarantee that commercialisation by the FEIs will be curbed because the Bill doesn’t provide for the regulation of the fees charged by the FEPs. The FEPs will be free to charge any fee. It has to only declare the fees and other charges to be payable by the students in their prospectus and their websites.

 The proposed Bill doesn’t provide for reservation for SC, ST and other deprived sections. So our slogan of inclusive education and inclusive society would be only a mirage.

 The AIFUCTO contradicted the argument that the entry of FEIs will enhance the access rate. Statistics on admission of students in private professional colleges in various states reveal the fact that thousands of seats in self-financing engineering colleges and polytechnics remain vacant every year because there are no takers. The youth outside the system do not have the capacity to pay the fees in these colleges and hence the vacancies.

The FEIs which wish to come to India do so only to make profit. The educational institutions in the developed countries including the prestigious Oxbridge are facing a crisis because of the continued economic recession and the resultant cut in the budgetary allocations to these institutions by their countries. So these institutions have started laying off teachers, increased the workload, increased the class strength of the students, cut down the expenditure on books, journals and other infrastructure and increased the fees manifold. This has led to bitter and violent protests by students in many developed countries including the US and the UK.

So the institutions face an urgent need for finding new avenues for resource generation. Only against this background these institutions turn to countries like India for greener pastures. So quite naturally they would charge very high fees so that they could get profits which could be repatriated.

There is another argument that the entry of FEIs will stop the foreign exchange outflow into the developed countries arising out of a large number of students going abroad to study. The argument goes on to say that when these foreign institutions come to India and provide quality education, the Indian students may not go out as they can   get in India the quality education offered by the institutions in the developed countries.

A large number of students go abroad not just to have quality education. They wish to use their study abroad as a spring board to get lucrative jobs in those countries and settle there. 
This leads to another argument that the education provided by the FEIs would be of very high quality and they would contribute to enhancing the quality of higher education directly by providing quality education in their institutions and indirectly by inducing a competition between the native institutions. In their necessity to compete with the FEIs, the native institutions also will enhance their quality.

This argument arises out of the misunderstanding and disinformation campaign that the Indian higher education system is very sub-standard. But the fact is that the products of Indian higher education system is welcome in any part of the world, be those the higher education institutions in the developed countries or the leading multi national companies in any part of the world
What will be the quality of the education provided by the FEIs. Teachers of vey high quality working in these institutions in their countries will not come to India to teach here.  Only second grade or third grade teachers would come here. They would rather wean away the excellent teachers in our local institutions, offering them a very high salary and deprive our institutions the service of excellent teachers. So it will not lead to quality enhancement of the local institutions but rather the impoverishment of our institutions.

Moreover it will lead to distortions of quality. The FEIs with their money power will unleash an advertisement and public relations blitz that our students will be confused about the quality of these institutions which will result in distortions.

Inculcation of values is an essential objective of higher education. What type of values will be inculcated by the FEIs will also be a question. Will the FEIs accept our constitutional values?

What type of courses will be run by the foreign institutions? A study of the courses run by the foreign institutions which are operating in India reveals the fact that they run only marketable courses like management courses and other hospitality management courses. The Foreign institutions which will operate also run only such courses which are in demand and which could fetch a lot of profit. This will create a mismatch between what we need and what is offered.

Further the experience of other countries in which FEIs had been operating also has to be taken into account. Israel, which was the first to welcome the FEIs, we understand, has ordered such institutions to quit as the quality of the education they provided was very sub-standard. The ‘knowledge cities’ and the ‘Academic Zones’ in Gulf countries have been very expensive even by international standards. Even the experience of Singapore is bitter. Chicago- Booth School, John Hopkins Centre, Warwick University etc., in spite of getting substantial cash subsidies, land, soft loans housing access, are packing up that a leading journal termed it ‘a divorce in Singapore’.

At the same time, the experience of China also has to be taken note of. In China, the FEIs cannot operate independently. They have to tie up with recognized public institutions only. The Chairman of the Governing Body of the new entity would be a Chinese citizen. Not less than 50% of the members of the Governing body will have to be from the local institution. The fees to be collected will have to be approved by the Govt. The new institution will have to abide by the rules and regulations in force. So in the case of China, the Chinese are in an advantageous position.

Taking into consideration all these, the All India Federation of University and College Teachers’ Organizations strongly feel that the FEIs with unfettered freedom as envisaged in the Bill would be disastrous for our country. AIFUCTO is for collaborative links with leading foreign institutions in the area of research, curriculum development, teacher and student exchange etc. But any attempt to commercialise and exploit the higher education system should not be accepted.      

On the basis of above arguments the AIFUCTO suggested  t amendments to the Bill to protect the interest of Indian students and society.

Problem of women teachers

There are large and growing numbers of lady teachers in the higher education sector. They have some specific problems which we tried to address. In order to prepare comprehensive report on the issue we have decided to have a committee. We call upon all members to discuss the matter at the unit level and submit the report to the leadership.
DELHI PROGRAM

Since the last academic conference at Jalgaon, we had been working on our representations to the Anomaly Committee to change some of the  unhelpful and unrealistic recommendations,  as elaborated in our earlier submissions. We were also in constant touch with the MHRD for the payments of arrears to be made by the centre to the States. During this period, a series of meetings with all concerned had been held, and we were continually monitoring the situation.

General Secretary’s discussions with Sri Sunil Kumar, Additional Secretary, MHRD

General Secretary held a number of discussions with Sri Sunil Kumar in January and February, 2011 to discuss all pending issues including the moves by some states to introduce clauses detrimental to the teachers’ interests. Regarding the payment of central govt. share of arrears,   Mr. Kumar informed the Gen. Secretary that the MHRD sought the permission of cabinet to de-link the payment of arrears and the age of superannuation. The Gen Sec expressed concern about the continued stalemate over  the Net/SLET issue of  teachers of Maharashtra and sought  the intervention of MHRD without further delay.

. General Secretary’s discussion with the members of anomaly committee

General Secretary maintained regular contact with all members of the Anomaly Committee and apprised them of the stand of AIFUCTO on various clauses of the Regulation. They were requested to ensure  necessary changes  in tune  with the AIFUCTO suggestions.

Secretariat Meeting.
 A secretariat meeting was held in New Delhi on 16th February; 2011.The meeting reviewed the current situation and discussed the actions to be taken. The Secretariat members prepared documents for meeting with the Anomaly committee and Additional Secretary, MHRD. The latest developments with regard to the NET/SLET problem of Maharashtra teachers  was discussed, The secretariat decided to hold the next NEC meeting in Kolkata on 27th,March 2011.Prof.James William President,Prof Asok Barman,GS,Prof.V.P. Singh,Prof.Jaya Gandhi,Prof.Rabi Roy ,Prof.Madhu Paranjpe, all national Secretaries participated.

.Meeting with Prof. Ravi Srivastava on 16th February, 2011
 The Secretariat members met Prof.Srivastava for a detailed study of the Regulation.

It was a very effective discussion as all important points were covered and AIFUCTO views were presented in proper perspective before the UGC. 

.Secretariat meet with Dr.Kazmi, Secretary, and UGC on 17th February, 2011

 The Secretariat met Dr.Kazmi and requested her to take action on pending issues including the anomalies in pay scales issues relating to Regulations.. The leaders invited  her attention to the UGC and MHRD stand regarding the pre-Regulations PhD holders. It was pointed out that the discriminatory stand regarding the PhDs of  the old regulation was unjustified and unacceptable to AIFUCTO.

Meeting with Prof.Ved Prakash, Acting Chairman, UGC on 17th February, 2011

 AIFUCTO President and GS met Prof.Ved Prakash the Acting Chairman, UGC and congratulated him on his assuming the office. The leaders assured Prof.Ved Prakash of all support for UGC initiatives in the interest of higher education in India. Prof.Ved Prakash expressed the hope that the UGC and AIFUCTO will continue to work together.

Meeting with the Anomaly committee on 17th February, 2011

While an.AIFUCTO delegation comprising of  Prof. James William President, Prof.Jaya Gandhi, National Secretary and Prof.Jagwant Singh, Vice President.met with  the Anomaly Committee,  Gen. Secretary and other Secretariat members went over  to MHRD for  another meeting with Shri Sunil Kumar.

 Discussion with the Anomaly Committee was held on the following issues:

1. API during FIP/long Leave period:-
    Agreed to work out a mechanism without insisting on Teaching & Extension work 

2. Effective date of Regulation, 2010

Agreed to fix the date as 18-9-2010(Gazette Notification). To find a transitional promotion mechanism for those who become due  for promotion between 31-12-2008 and 18-9-2011.

3. Ph.D. in Concerned/Allied and relevant discipline

    Agreed to recommend to consider incentive and equivalence   to  NET/SLET

4. Anomaly due to PhD incentive

Agreed to study the illustrations and recommend suitable remedy. AIFUCTO insisted that three increments should be sanctioned (similar to two increments) granted during Reader promotion in 1996 pay revision) for pre-2006 Ph.D. holders.

5. Ph.D. awarded prior to 2009.

 Mechanism for treating old Ph.D. holders at par with the new regulations.

6. 1-1-1996 anomaly:

    Agreed to study the sanction of Rs.14,940/- for those who became Reader between 

    1-1-96 & 27-7-98.

7. Discrimination between Lecturers and DPE/Librarians. 

    Agreed to rectify the differences pointed in various tables and Para 8.2 & disparity  shown in 

    Promotion from stage 4 to 5  and  grant of study leave. to college librarians

8. Selection Committee for Associate Professor.

    AIFUCTO insisted that there should not be selection. Experts can screen the data.           

    Management role should not be there in promotion.

    Agreed to study but was also told  of  MHRD insistence  that there could not be difference between  

    direct recruitment & CAS for Associate Professorship.

Meeting with Sri Uma Shankar, Private Secretary to the Hon’le Minister, MHRD

President, GS and Prof. Madhu Paranjpe met Sri Uma Shankar and discussed issues including the Maharashtra Net/SlET issue. He also confirmed that the issue of the increment to the existing PhD holders in the revised pay as raised by AIFUCTO was with the MHRD. The AIFUCTO leaders requested him to take up the matter  at the earliest.

Meeting with Sri. Sunil Kumar.

AIFUCTO delegation comprised the General Secretary, Prof, V.P.Singh and Prof.Madhu Paranjpe.Natinal Secretaries.

The delegation had threadbare discussion on the following issues:

a. Increment to existing Ph.D. holders in the revised pay scales.

b.Treating all PhD holders as per the old regulation at par with the PhDs in the new regulation for new appointment and CAS.

c.Suitable pay scales for Demonstrators and Tutors.

d.Payment of arrears to the States  by the Central Govt.

E.Net/SLET exemption to the Maharashtra teachers appointed between 1991 and 2000.

AIFUCTO leaders explained the rationale of the above demands and sought early solutions.

.Meeting with Sri Pranab Mukherjee,Finance Minister 


General Secretary and Prof V.S.Nehera ,Vice President met Sri Pranab Mukherjee,the Finance Minister and explained to him the impasse over the payment of Central Government share of the enhanced pay due to the 6th pay revision. General Secretary drew his attention to the MHRD note to facilitate the payment. He expressed gratitude for the help received in the pay revision process and made an appeal to Sri.Mukherjee to resolve the arrears problem so that the teachers can get the same as early as possible.Sri Mukherjee gave  a patient hearing and promised to look into the matter.

We are grateful to Sri Mukherjee for taking active interest in the matter and his follow up action. He wrote to Sri Kapil Sibal,Hon’le Minister,HRD referring to the representation of AIFUCTO to him so that the problem is resolved.Sri Kapil Sibal has been taking appropriate measures in association with the Finance Ministry towards the payment of arrears.as early as possible.
\
General Secretary’s activities in DELHI 

 In the second half of the period under consideration the General Secretary had been maintaining a camp office in New Delhi for regular contact with UGC, MHRD, Members of Parliament and other eminent personalities for highlighting various demands of AIFUCTO.

 Extension of  date of Refresher & Orientation Courses

 In the past we had written a number of times to the UGC requesting to extend the dates of refresher & orientation courses and UGC accepted our demand. But in view of the fact that many teachers across the country could not attend such courses for various reasons, the General Secretary   again wrote  a letter to the UGC to further extend the date of Refresher & orientation Courses for the purpose of CAS and met the UGC officials to place the demand.
Payments by the state govts.
We are happy that most state govts. paid full amount of their share of payments while some states like Tamilnadu, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Orissa, Goa, Rajasthan etc paid even the central govt. share from their own funds. But there are states like Bihar Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh Manipur and others who have not paid their share. We demand all states should immediately pay the due amount to the teachers as early as possible. The General Secretary geared up the affiliates by asking them to lobby with their State Ministers and M Ps.

 Memorandum to Sri Kapil Sibal, Hon’le Minister, HRD and meeting with Sri R.Sisodia and Sri Uma Shankar on 8th July

The AIFUCTO President, General Secretary, Prof.V.S Nehera and Prof.Jagwant Singh Vice  -Presidents and Prof.D.Kumar,NEC Member  again visited HRD Ministry on 8th July. A Memorandum was submitted to Sri Kapil Sibal,Hon’le Minister,HRD (see our website for full text).A detailed discussion was held with Sri Uma Shankar,PS to the Minister. The discussion included payment of arrears, exempting Ph.Ds obtained /thesis submitted/registered from the new Ph.D regulations, 2009 of UGC, the Maharashtra teachers without NET issue and others.

The General Secretary and Prof. D.Kumar had a meeting with Sri.R.P.Sisodia Jt. Secretary (HE).MHRD regarding the outstanding issues for an early solution.

Meetings with Sri R.P.Sisodia,Jt. Secretary & Sri Uma Shankar,PS to Minister,HRD on 21st july,11

The General Secretary along with Prof.Jagwant Singh and prof.D.Kumar again held a meeting with Sri R.P.Sisodia, Jt.Secretray, MHRDand Sri Uma Shankar, PS to the Minister, HRD on 21st July to discuss the progress of the matters.We express our happiness for the sincere and helpul opinions and actions of the MHRD officers.

Meeting with Dr.N.A.Kazmi, Secretary, UGC on 21st July, 11
The AIFUCTO delegation comprising the General Secretary, Prof.Jagwant Singh and Prof.D.Kumar held another meeting with Dr.N.A.Kazmi, Secretary UGC. The meeting was also attended by Sri Ashok Dogra, Jt.Secretary and Srimati Rita Goel of Pay Scale Section.

The meeting was very cordial and satisfactory. The leaders placed all matters before Dr.Kazmi and she took a very helpful and constructive stand. The leaders informed Dr.Kazmi that the MHRD has clearly informed AIFUCTO leaders that the new UGC Ph.D. regulation would be only prospective. The delegation further reiterated the request to extend the date of Refresher and Orientation courses. They also requested to share with AIFUCTO the final decisions regarding the removal of anomalies in the regulations as suggested by the Committee.

We sincerely thanked Dr.Kazmi for the meeting and expressed that the long standing practice of having meetings with AIFUCTO at regular intervals would continue.

 DHARNA Program in Delhi on 26th August, 2011
A massive DHARNA program was organized on 26th August,2011 at Jantar  Mantar,New Delhi. The demands included:

1. Payment of Central and state Govts. Arrears due to the 6th pay revision.

2. Measures to stop commercialization of higher education.

3 Ensuring quality higher education for all.

4. Measures for complete parity of teachers, librarians and DPEs.

5. Rectification of the anomalies in the 5th and 6th pay revisions & Regulations

6 Strengthening of public funded education and Increase in the allocation of funds for higher education through UGC.

7. Discussion with AIFUCTO and other teachers’ organizations about the proposed reforms in the higher education sector including entry of foreign universities and formation of NEHER.

8 Notification of regularization of Maharashtra teachers without NET appointed from 1991 to 2001

9. Withdrawal of PFRDA Bill. 

It is heartening to note that all our affiliates responded very well and contributed to the great success of the Dharna and March to Parliament on 26th August, 2011 and again on the observance of the Demands Day on 5th September, 2011.We received very encouraging reports from all the parts of the country documenting the involvement of lacs of teachers in the programs of AIFUCTO. The objective of the programs was to sensitize our members and the nation regarding our demands that include, besides our professional agenda, the broad national issues relating to the restructuring of higher education in India. The media in many states, both print and electronic, gave wide publicity to our program. 
We are gearing up to launch a bigger struggle including Court arrest  in the month of November-December when the winter session of Parliament  takes place, if our demands of payment of arrears by the central and state governments are not accepted by then. You are to ensure the necessary organizational preparedness for the massive success of the proposed programs.

Dharna and March to Parliament on 26th August, 2011
The program was a massive success as thousands of teachers from across the country assembled in Jantar Mantar to voice loud protest against non payment of arrears by the central and some state governments, non- rectification of the pay revision  anomalies,  moves to pass PFRDA and other retrograde  restructuring bills in Parliament.

The Dharna was inaugurated by Mr. Biju, MP and addressed by Mr. Azeez Pasha and Mr. Prabodh Panda MPs. They expressed solidarity with the demands of AIFUCTO and declared that they would raise the issues in the Parliament. Mr. Pasha raised the issue in Rajya Sabha the same day and Mr.Panda submitted a call attention notice to the Speaker of Lok Sabha.

Prof. James William, President and Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary addressed the rally and gave a call for a movement to compel the governments to accept our demands. The General Secretary noted that AIFUCTO expressed solidarity with the anti-corruption movement of Sri Anna Hazare and supported the demand for a strong Lokpal Bill to be passed by the Parliament.

The General Secretary informed the Dharna about the great victory of the movement to regularize the Maharashtra teachers without NET under the leadership of MFUCTO and actively supported by AIFUCTO. Prof Barman congratulated the fighting spirit and exemplary unity of Maharashtra teachers.

Speakers from the states criticized the central and some state governments for the stand on nonpayment of arrears and moves to introduce reforms that would hurt the interest of the nation. They promised to come in very large numbers to attend any program in Delhi as and when decided by the NEC. The meeting was addressed by Prof.K.K.Thekedath, our former president. He urged the young teachers to decipher the proposed bills and remain vigilant to protect the interest of the teaching community. The teachers marched to the Parliament and were stopped by the police. The General Secretary and other leaders reiterated the demands and thanked the participants. Memorandum was submitted to the Prime Minister    and the Minister, HRD by the General Secretary.

Meeting with Chairman, UGC on 26th August, 2011

                          A delegation led by Prof.James William comprising Prof.V.S.Nehera, Vice President, Prof.V.P. Singh, Prof.Jaya Gandhi, Prof.Madhu Paranjpe, all national Secretaries & Prof.Lokendra, Zonal Secretary, met Prof.Ved Prakash, Chairman, and UGC and discussed the pending issues including the final report of Anomaly Committee on UGC regulations, Ph.D benefits in the new scales, new Ph.D regulations, extension of the date of refresher and orientation courses, regularization of Maharashtra teachers without NET from the date of appointment and others.the chairman promised to look into the matters.

National Convention against PRDA Bill & new pension scheme

The General Secretary participated and addressed a National Convention in Delhi on 22nd June, 2011 opposing the PFRDA Bill convened by the All India State Govt. Employees’ Federation. He informed the well attended meeting that the AIFUCTO has already started a campaign against the Bill and hoped that a broad based platform will be created to carry on the movement to oppose the new contributory pension scheme and the Bill

Meeting with Sri R.Sisodia, Joint Secretary, HRD on 6th September,2011

General secretary and Prof.Jagwant Singh, Vice President held meeting with Sri R.P.Sisodia,Jt. Secretary,HRD and conveyed the sentiment  and decisions of the NEC meeting held on 26th August,2011.They enquired about the progress of the secretary level meetings between Ministry of finance and HRD and expressed concern about the slow headway.

Meeting with UGC officials on 6th September, 2011

General Secretary & Prof. Jagwant Singh met Dr.Kazmi, the Secretary, and UGC and requested her to take an early measure to enhance the date of refresher and orientataion courses.Dr.kazmi informed that the Anomaly Committee report is at the final stage and would be sent to MHRD soon.Sri Ashok Dogra, Jt. Secretary appraised the AIFUCTO leaders of the latest developments on all matters.

NEC Meetings

NEC meeting, Seminar and Felicitation Program in Kolkata on 27th March,2011

 The NEC meeting was held on 27th march 2011 at the legendary Darbhanga Hall of Calcutta University, Kolkata. The meeting was hosted by AIFUCTO affiliates -CUTA, WBCUTA, WBGCTA, RBUTA, VUTA, KUTA, JUTA, BUTA and WBCLA. This was indeed a proud moment as the meeting showed the real strength and cohesive beauty of AIFUCTO.

Felicitation to the former office bearers

The NEC offered joyous and grateful felicitations to our former office bearers. We felicitated Prof.K.K.Thekedath, Prof.Shyamapada Pal, Prof.Anil Bhattacharyya-all former Presidents, Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya and Prof.B.Vijay Kumar, former General Secretaries, Prof.Ajay Banerjee, former Treasurer, Prof.Asis Ray and Prof.Manindra Nath Ray, both former Vice-presidents.

 On behalf of the leadership, Prof.Asok Barman, Gen.Secretary paid glowing tributes to the former leaders for their glorious role in building and sustaining the AIFUCTO movement. He noted the sacrifices they made for the movement and their unflinching loyalty to the continued unity of our Organisation. They placed the interest of the teachers above all differences and showed deep respect to different opinions and thus set before the nation an unparalleled example of democratic unity. The Gen. Secretary assured the former leaders that the present leaders imbibed the philosophy of united struggle and strategic actions from them. He informed the meeting that the present leaders take advice from our former leaders and derive great strength. He narrated the active role of AIFUCTO in getting the historic orders for the revision of pension to the teachers who retired from service during the 5th pay Revision period. He hoped that the bond between generations of leaders will always be maintained.

Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya, on behalf of the felicitated leaders, thanked the present leadership and expressed his conviction that the sense of working for the community, apart from the improvements in the service conditions, shall always be the defining feature of the teaching community. He said that the changes taking place in different directions and dimensions paved the way for more active and purposeful lives of teachers-both serving and retired. He cautioned the gathering that the society is passing through challenging moments and teachers have the noble duty of guiding the society for welfare of mankind.

Seminar – 

A lively seminar was organised by the Library Science Department of Calcutta University on the occasion of the NEC meeting. The topic of the Seminar was ‘Intrusion of Foreign Educational Institutions in India-the Challenges’.

The Seminar was presided over by Prof.Biplab Chakraborty, Prtesident,  CUTA. Prof.Chakraborty, in his address outlined the ongoing debate about the entry of foreign educational institutions and drew the attention of the participants to the many lurking dangers. 

Prof.Suranjan Das, Vice Chanceller of Calcutta University delivered the Key Note address.

He opposed the very idea as only third grade institutions would come forward , with an eye on the vast market, and possibility of quick profit. But the end result would be negative as could be seen from the examples of many countries whose experiments with foreign institutional players ended in disaster. He noted that this would lead to the total neo-colonialisation of our educational structure.

 Prof.K.K.Thekedath strongly opposed the Bill introduced in Parliament. The move would further erode the philosophy of public funded education and the market forces would dominate neglecting the interests of millions of students having little capacity to pay. The motive of commercialisation, he observed, must be exposed and opposed by a united movement of all stakeholders.

 Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya also opposed the Bill and warned that this would vitiate higher education and work against the ethos of inclusive, quality education. He cited examples of many countries where higher education draws full support from the State.

Prof.James William outlined how the Govt. of India adopted the agenda of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation to the detriment of people of our country. While the access rate is already very low, the move will further hurt our higher education. He informed the house that there is nation wide protest to the harmful govt. policies from students, teachers and concerned people. A strong, united struggle would be organised to frustrate such moves. He informed that President and Gen.  Secretary of  AIFUCTO would appear before the Standing Committee of MHRD to present the views of AIFUCTO.

Prof.Asok Barman felicitated Prof.Suranjan Das, Vice Chancellor,  Calcutta University and thanked him for his support to hold the seminar. He thanked the Library Science Department, Calcutta University for the successful Seminar. The host department thanked all speakers and participants.

NEC Meeting

Prof.James William, President inaugurated the well attended meeting with his introductory address. He welcomed the members from almost all parts of the country and introduced the agenda of the meeting.

Prof.Asok Barman,Gen. Secretary presented  the report on all  developments after the last NEC meeting.

His comprehensive report covered every notable  development, the most important of which include the non-payment of Govt. of India share of arrears to the States, UGC Regulations, Anomaly Committee Report, Implementation of pay scales including the age of superannuation, and the  different Bills presented in the parliament. He informed that the cabinet was yet to de-link the age of retirement from payment of arrears. The MHRD officials informed that they had sent the request for de-linking .The UGC Regulations Anomaly Committee was still working out and would submit the report within a short period. The age of superannuation had been increased in some states though, and some had done it with riders. He requested the NEC to chalk out a program of action in support of different demands and enlist the support of political parties. He once again referred to the non payment/partial payment of struggle fund by some affiliates and drew the attention to the members to the poor financial position of AIFUCTO.

Members from all States reported the latest developments and their action program. Members from Tamilnadu  informed that they would get the rest of arrears including that due from Central Govt in April.2011.

The leadership at Manipur had been trying hard to rectify some deviations from the MHRD order and sought AIFUCTO intervention. Associations of Maharashtra, UP, Bihar, MP, Tripura, and Jhrkhand were working to ensure the acceptance of their demands.

The GS and many members expressed deep anxiety at the stalemate of NET/SET problem of thousands of teachers of Maharashtra.Gen Secretary  reported that AIFUCTO and MFUCTO were in constant pursuit of  solution to the problem. 

Many office bearers  sharply criticised the new pension scheme and suggested action to frustrate  the Central Govt.’s anti-employee move .

The leadership suggested an action program and accordingly the following decisions were taken.

Decisions of NEC Meeting held in Kolkata on 27th  March,2011  regarding action program

 1) A demonstration/hall meeting at Unit level to be organised in the second or third week of April (date to be decided by the affiliating organisations) demanding 

 a) Withdrawal of the PFRDA Bill

b) Immediate disbursal of the Central share for the implementation of the UGC scales of pay to the state governments

c) Implementation of the UGC Ph.D Regulations prospectively not retrospectively

d) Amendment to the UGC Regulations on Pay revision as per the suggestions made by the AIFUCTO

e) Withdrawal of the neo-liberal reforms in education

 2)  Telegrams to be sent to the Hon. Prime-Minister by all affiliates

Hon. Prime-Minister to instruct the govt. of India to immediately release the Central share for the implementation of the pay scales to the state governments.

 3) A State level Rally/ Convention / Dharna will be organised in May/ June, 2011(date to be decided by the State Organisations)

 3) National struggle programme/ Rally in July during the next Parliament session (Date to be decided by the Secretariat)

All affiliates are requested to send the news about their action programs and invite Secretariat members/Office Bearers to participate in such programs.

Screening of a documentary on WBCUTA

A documentary film, of 16 minutes duration, produced by WBCUTA and directed by Prof.Asok Barman, marking the occasion of 75 Years of the Association, was screened. The documentary presents a panaromic view  of the history the Association, its role to augment the teachers’ interest in the state and the AIFUCTO levels, and various activities including extension and publications.

Cultural program by Rabindra Bharati University

A superb cultural program was presented by the faculty members   and students of the Rabindra Bharati University. The rendition, studded with Tagore songs and  poems besides traditional Bengali folk songs, mesmerised the audience, transported them to higher planes and thus rejuvenated the national activists as only  Rabindra Sangeet could. Thanks to our colleagues for the memorable performance. 

Congratulations to the hosts

We convey our thanks and greetings to all the affiliates from West Bengal for the outstanding success of the NEC meeting. 

AIFUCTO NEC meeting in Kuruskhetra

The next NEC meeting was held on 12th June, 2011 at  Kuruskhetra, Haryana hosted by KUTA with active support from Haryana  Federation, HGCTA and HCTA. The meeting started with the opening address by our president  Prof.James William. Prof.V.S.Nehera,Vice President welcomed the members who came from almost all the  States of India. His welcome address touched upon the Haryana scenario too.

Prof Pradeep Chauhan President of KUTA and the HFUCTO presented an incisive report on Haryana that set the agenda before the teachers’ movement in the State. On behalf of the Associations in Haryana he cordially welcomed the delegates.Prof.Kapoor Singh, Zonal Secretary of AIFUCTO and other functionaries of the vibrant teachers’ movement  leaders were present.

Prof.Asok Barman, General Secretary, presented a comprehensive report on the developments after the last meeting. He reported that some States were  yet to file reports on  action taken as per the directions of the Kolkata meeting. He urged all States to follow the movement program chalked out by the NEC and report the same as early as possible. He stressed on the instructions given to all affiliates to contact the Chief Ministers, Education Ministers, Central Ministers and all MPs from the States and apprise them of our demands including the payment of arrears by the Central and State Governments without further delay. This contact program was of great importance as rallies were going to be organized  in States and Delhi. All Members of Parliament were to be requested to raise the issues in the Parliament.

The Gen. Secretary stayed on  in Delhi for days and met a number of MPs and sought their support. He wrote to the Prime Minister and Finance Minister. Copies of letters to PM and FM are on the website and the letters to the  MPs were circulated in the meeting. He informed that he had sought an audience with the  PM and  the FM and waiting for the opportunity to meet them.

He reported that the UGC Regulations Anomaly Committee had submitted its final report. He wrote to the UGC Chairman to expedite the matter in the interest of teachers. An analysis of the final changes would  be taken up by the leadership immediately after obtaining  the notification .

The leaders reported about the payment of arrears and it was noted that some states including Goa, Orissa, Tamilnadu & Uttarakhand  got  the entire arrears from the State fund while UP paid  arrears due from December 2008. Haryana paid almost three fourths to college teachers and entire amount to university teachers. The meeting also expressed concern at the terrible  delay in payment at both Central and State levels. No State has received the Central grants so far as the necessary cabinet nod to delink the age of superannuation from central assistance is yet to come.

The General Secretary reported that MHRD informed that Ministry’s Note for making the payment of arrears was still pending with the Cabinet and a committee of officials of concerned Ministries was examining the issue.

The meeting expressed concern at the unnecessary and unreasonable interpretations of the MHRD orders in some States and decided to bring the same to the notice of UGC and MHRD. The affiliates were requested to bring such measures to the notice of the Secretariat.

The meeting expressed deep concern at whimsical Regulations being adopted in a number of states including Haryana, which were at variance with the UGC Regulations and resolved to protest such moves. A resolution was adopted to demand the extension of the tax exemption benefits to retirement benefits of college teachers. The Gen. Secretary requested Prof.Jagwant Singh, Vice President to prepare a memorandum to this effect to be submitted to the Ministry of Finance.

 Following the program of action decided in the Kolkata NEC meeting a decision was taken to organize a Protest Dharna at Delhi on 25.07.2011 to highlight our demands. Several resolutions were adopted by the meeting.

Our sincere    thanks to KUTA, HFCUTA,HCTA & HGCTA for the  wonderful hospitality for the  successful meeting.

A well attended  press conference was held. Prof. James William, Prof.Pradeep Chauhan Prof.V.S.Nehera, Prof.Kapoor Singh and other leaders participated. Prof .Asok Barman described the AIFUCTO agenda. The meeting was covered by many news papers and electronic media. The Kuruskhetra NEC meeting decided to hold a Dharna and March to Parliament on 25th July,2011 at Jantar Mantar, Delhi at 11 a.m. All affiliates were requested to make the program a massive success. 

 NEC meeting at Gandhi Peace Foundation on 26th August,2011

 The  NEC meeting was held in the evening of 26thy August, 2011.The meeting condoled the sad demise of our former leader Prof. Sambhaji Jadav. The speakers paid glowing tribute to the great leader.

The well attended meeting was presided over by Prof.James William. Prof.William introduced the agenda and explained the importance of the ongoing AIFUCTO movement. The General Secretary presented a detailed report on all the developments after the last NEC and congratulated the leaders for the massive success of the Dharna program. He proposed a Demands Day program. The meeting   decided that 5th September, 2011 would be observed as Demands Day throughout the country and the members would wear demand badges and send telegrams to the Prime Minister, Finance Minister & HRD Minister. The General Secretary observed that if the demands were not fulfilled, AIFUCTO would have to decide for cease work & court arrest during the winter session of parliament. 

The speakers from states apprised the NEC members of the latest developments.

Prof James William and Prof.Vivekanandan, Chairman, the organizing committee of 26th Statutory Conference hosted by MUTA invited all units and requested to send the names and delegation/participation fee at an early date. They appealed to raise advertisements at least one from each unit for the souvenir to be published on this occasion. The General Secretary appealed to all affiliates to secure advertisements to help the organizers. Women participants would be provided separate accommodations.

.

Letter to UGC to extend the date of relaxation for refresher and orientation courses

Some affiliates requested the leadership to write to UGC to extend the date of relaxation for undergoing the mandatory  refresher and orientation courses. Accordingly, the  President and Gen. Secretary visited  the UGC office and submitted a fresh request to this effect.

AFFILIATES’ NEWS

Maharashtra

Friends, it is very heartening to note that the strong and sustained movement launched by MFUCTO leadership in association with AIFUCTO achieved a glorious success. The movement had drawn support from political parties, media and common man. The movement was taken to a peak in last few months. We are proud that the AIFUCTO General Secretary participated in all programs whether in Maharashtra or Delhi. The President and other Secretariat members also attended programs on a regular basis. The AIFUCTO leadership highlighted the issue in all NEC meetings and the matter was taken up with the HRD Minister and HRD official and the Urchin fact, the movement was made national agenda by the AIFUCTO.We congratulate entire MFUCTO leadership and the affiliates of MFUCTO for the great Unity during the struggle. I heartily congratulate all of them.Prof.Shibaji Rao Patil, President and Prof.Tapati Mukherjee General Secretary have given a historical leadership in the movement. Let me give you a brief commentary on the course of movement and the progress of the movement. We are thankful to many political leaders giving full support to the justified cause. My special thanks to Sri beside Acharya, M.P. for his continual support.

MFUCTO Dharna at Jantar Mantar on 2nd December, 2010
A Dharna program was organized by MFUCTO to demand immediate solution to the long standing problem of non NET/SLET teachers appointed between 1991 to 1999. Thousands of teachers from Maharashtra and other states participated in the program and expressed deep anguish at the indifference of the MHRD & UGC even though clear assurances were given by Mr.Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister, that the problem would be solved soon. The Dharna was addressed by Prof.K.K.Thekedath, Prof. James Williams, Prof.Asok Barman, Prof.V.P.Singh and many leaders from all parts of the country. Mr.Basudev Acharya,MP assured that he would continue to lend all support to the cause. Mr.A.T.Patil &Mr. Haribhau Jawale ,MPs from Maharashtra also expressed support to the cause and assured their help. A delegation of MFUCTO met Mrs.Sushma Swaraj and sought her intervention.

The entire situation has taken a serious proportion and demands immediate attention of MHRD & UGC. 

MFUCTO DHARNA in DELHI on 18th April,2011

 The impasse regarding the NET/SLET issue has now entered a very crucial phase as the state Govt., UGC and MHRD all are trying to shirk their responsibility. The assurance given by the MHRD and UGC have not yet been fulfilled. The AIFUCTO leadership has been continuously trying to get a solution to this vexed problem. It is most disturbing and hence deplorable that divergent and often confusing and conflicting views are being conveyed to the state and national leadership by UGC and MHRD. As a part of the next phase of the ongoing movement, the MFUCTO has planned a Dharna program in Delhi on March 3, 4, 5; 2011.AIFUCTO expresses solidarity with the movement and assures the teachers that it would do everything to clinch the issue in favour of the deprived teachers. 

On 18th April 2011, the Maharashtra Federation of University & College Teachers Organisations (MFUCTO) held a massive Dharna at Azad Maidan in Mumbai from 12 noon to 4 p.m. The decision for the Dharna was taken by the MFUCTO on 13th March'11 to protest against the failure of Maharashtra government to resolve various long pending issues. Copy of the Charter of Demands submitted to the state govt. is attached. 

                    Nearly 3000 teachers from all over the state braved the blistering heat and converged to Mumbai. More than ten MLAs and MLCs  came to declare their support to the teachers. Teachers from Social work and self-financing Engineering colleges also joined this Protest action

                    Since this action coincided with the first phase of 3-phase action plan announced by the AIFUCTO NEC at Kolkata, besides the MFUCTO charter special emphasis was given to the demand for Withdrawal of PFRDA Bill and release of arrears. On 18th April 2011, the Maharashtra Federation of University & College Teachers Organisations (MFUCTO) held a massive Dharna at Azad Maidan in Mumbai from 12 noon to 4 p.m. The decision for the Dharna was taken by the MFUCTO on 13th March'11 to protest against the failure of Maharashtra government to resolve various long pending issues. Copy of the Charter of Demands submitted to the state govt. is attached. 

Further developments

We informed you regularly of the latest developments in respect of the non NET/SET teachers of Maharashtra who have been deprived of full fledged UGC scales and CAS since 1991 for no fault of their own. The MFUCTO leaders met Sri Kapil Sibal, Hon’le HRD Minister and officials and discussed the mode of solution. Prof.Asok Barman, Gen .Secretary is continuously pursuing the agenda and has been holding meetings with MHRD and UGC officials. We are happy that many Members of Parliament and MLAs of political parties have been strongly supporting the demand and requested the MHRD to ensure an early solution.Gen. Secretary brought the matter to the notice of a number of MPs and requested their intervention. The matter is now being taken up simultaneously by State and Central Govts. and the UGC

.It is my impression that there is some noteworthy progress and all of us are eagerly looking forward to the forthcoming UGC meeting for a concrete decision

 Finally the MHRD and UGC took favourable stand on the protracted problem of teachers appointed without NET qualification during 1991 to 2001 and the UGC wrote to the Maharshtra Govt. to give the teachers full scale and CAS benefits. Let this be a proud moment for all of us.
 West Bengal

WBGCTA

The 39th Annual Conference was held on 22-23 January,2011 with great enthusiasm  at the beautiful sprawling venue of Hastings House Campus,Alipore,Kolkata. A large number of present members along with many former leaders and retired members took part in the Conference. The theme of the seminar was- Stress Management in Modern Life.

The Conference was addressed by many leaders, present and past. Prof.Asok Barman, Gen. Secretray, AIFUCTO addressed the meeting and congratulated the Association for strengthening the national teachers’ movement. He extended support to demands of the association.

Prof.Debasis Sarkar, Gen. Secretary of the Association presented a comprehensive report on various activities of the organization and called upon its members to remain vigilant to protect the interest of the teachers.

The leaders and members reiterated the demand for establishing an exclusive university with jurisdiction over all the govt. colleges. The Association has prepared a road map for the proposed university to be called University of Bengal.

The meeting was presided over by Prof.Swapan Bhattacharyya., President, and WBGCTA. 

The WBGCTA was one of the hosts of the AIFUCTO  NEC meeting  held in Kolkata.We thank and congratulate the Association for the great success of the meeting.Prof.Debasis Sarkar,GS and Prof.Swapan Bhattacharya, President and other leaders deserve accolades. The association actively participated in all AIFUCTO programs and sent a good contingent to the Delhi Dharna.

 

WBCUTA

 A large contingent from West Bengal attended the AIFUCTO Conference held in Jalgaon. WBCUTA also participated in the AIFUCTO NEC Meeting held in Kurukshetra and Delhi, WBCUTA along with the other affiliates from the state hosted the NEC meeting held in Kolkata on 27th March, and 2011.It was a great success as record number of delegates participated from all over the country. Congratulations to Prof.Tarun Patra, GS & convener of the NEC meeting Prof.Subhoday Dasgupta, President and the Executive Committee for the outstanding success of the NEC meeting

A sizable number of teachers from Bengal participated in Delhi Dharna held on 26th August, 2011. The Dharna demanded withdrawal of Pension Bill and the release of 80% arrear in connection with the last pay revision. For arrear claim, as per the decision of AIFUCTO, the WBCUTA also sent letters to MLA/MPS and Ministers of West Bengal seeking their intervention.

State Assembly election of West Bengal was held in the months of April-May and a new government led by Smt. Mamata Banerjee was sworn in. WBCUTA felicitated Mr. Bratya Basu, Hon’ble Higher Education Minister in a meeting held in Darbhanga Hall on 11th June, 2011. In the occasion WBCUTA also felicitated Prof. Tarun Kanti Naskar a member of our Executive Committee for being elected a Member of Legislative Assembly in the last election.

Later on WBCUTA placed a charter of demands to Higher Education Minister in which issues such as Appointment of Teachers, Career Advancement, and Payment of arrears, M.Phil/Ph.D benefits, figured. WBCUTA leadership sought an appointment of the hon’ble minister to discuss the issues mentioned above. In last four months hon’ble minister did not call WBCUTA leadership to hold such discussion.

Subsequently WBCUTA sent a letter to Hon’ble Chief Minister Smt. Mamata Banerjee and informed her about the important issues which could not be discussed with the Hon’ble Higher Education Minister in last several months.

WBCUTA observed the Demand Day on 5th September, 2011, College and University Teachers all over the state wore demand badges in compliance with the decision of AIFUCTO.

Academic institutions throughout West Bengal have been hit by large scale violence and unrest since last several months. WBCUTA leadership has visited most of these institutions across the state to restore peace in academic institutions.

Throughout the year WBCUTA relentlessly worked for the teachers, as well as for the upliftment of education.

CUTA

To commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Poet Rabindra Nath Tagore, the members of CUTA whole heartedly participated in the song-dance-recitation programme in the celebrations of his birth anniversary on 5 Baisakh and death anniversary on 22 Sravon.

The NEC meeting of AIFUCTO was hosted in Calcutta University, along with a seminar co-hosted by the Department of Library and Information Science. It was attended by a large number of delegates from all over the country. The guest of honour was the Vice Chancellor, Prof Suranjan Das.

The academic environment in Calcutta University has been severely disturbed by malicious allegations in the press and electronic media against teachers of the University in general, and some teachers in particular. CUTA took active steps in protesting against this vilification campaign. A delegation of Executive members of CUTA represented their concern to the Vice chancellor.

A communication from the Chancellor to the Vice Chancellor has put an embargo on filling up of vacant posts in the University and the process of election of representatives to the Senate and other administrative bodies have been stalled. Only ‘routine’ matters are permitted to be conducted. CUTA raised its voice against such undemocratic steps and appealed to the Chancellor for an appointment so that the concern of the teachers could be expressed to him in person. But since no response to this request was received, a memorandum to the Chancellor with mass signature of CUTA members was faxed to his office.

CUTA tried to seek an appointment with the Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education to appraise him of the anxiety of all teachers over the 80 % arrear in salary and some other longstanding issues.   
Congratulations to Prof. Sharmistha Banerjee for assuming the responsibility of General Secretary ((Acting), CUTA.
 

 Karnataka 

Karnataka State government implemented UGC scales in the year 2009.  Important issues covered in the implementations are:

 Implementation of UGC scales from 2006.

Placement and promotions made as per 1996 regulations were considered till 30.6.2010 for placement and promotions for 2006 UGC scales.

UGC scales implemented prospectively to the teachers of aided colleges who were on state scales.

Some of the teachers with Ph.D. got two increments from September 2007 and still more are waiting for the same benefits.

The State Govt. yet to release the arrears even 20% of its share. Hence all the teachers are unhappy and building pressure on the associations to take immediate step either by keeping away from the examination assignments or making a big rally at Bangalore.

All the teachers observed September 5th, 2011 as DEMAND DAY by wearing a badge of our demands.

In the state, University and constituent college teachers have the age of superannuation up to 62 years where as Govt. College and Aided College teachers have 60 years. Most of the senior teachers and the associations submitted the memorandum to the state government to clear the discrimination and implement as per 2010 UGC regulations but the state govt. had no mind to consider the request. Therefore, nearly 300 teachers under the leadership of Dr.Halesh.R seek the Court Directions to implement the age of superannuation to 65 years by the State govt. The Hon’ble Judge of single bench at Bangalore High Court and at Gulbarga circuit Division bench verdict directed the state govt. to implement the age of superannuation to 65 years. Again the same issue was argued in Bangalore main division bench at Bangalore and judgment is pending. we hope to get a positive verdict.

The state govt. has not made any attempt to have regular appointments for aided colleges since 1987. Now more than 60% teachers in the aided colleges are unaided teachers with a salary ranging from Rs.5000-12000/-. Most of these teachers have no NET/SLET or Ph.D.

The situation in the government colleges is that more than 7000 teachers are working as GUEST LECTURERS with salary of Rs.8000-10000/- and have no NET/SLET or Ph.D.

At present in all universities in the state the Teacher-Students ratio is more than 1:21.Where as the standard education policy expects 1:13 and 1:15 at University and college level respectively.

In the state of Karnataka more than 70% colleges are unaided colleges. The teachers in these colleges have no service conditions and no minimum wages and no required qualifications as per UGC regulations. In these situations no one can expect uniform education and it is not possible to fulfill National Education Policy. The State Govt. never thought of balanced education system any time. It blindly encourages the commercial education.

All the units of the state are regularly keep in touch with AIFUCTO Vice –President to update their movements at National level and have been observing and supporting AIFUCTO at all levels and are promised to continue the support for the teachers’ movement.

In the beginning of this year Bangalore University College Teachers Association and Association of Mangalore University College Teachers elected new office bearers. This month

On  9th Mysore University college teachers association re elected Dr. Raju and his team for the next two years. Similarly on 10th The Karnataka Govt. College Teachers Association (KGCTA) conducted elections for new office bearers and yet to get the results.

Bangalore University College Teachers Association (BUCTA), Karnataka
On 22nd April 2011 the association organized a felicitation function to retiring teachers, Ph.D. awardees and special awardees from its ranks. The AIFUCTO General Secretary Prof. Asok Barman was a special invitee. Prof. Barman paid glowing tributes to the leadership, past and present, of BUCTA in strengthening the state and national teachers’ movement. He dwelt on the present activities of AIFUCTO and cautioned every one about the dangerous developments, brewed in the garb of changes, in the realm of higher education in India. He also informed the august gathering of the other developments at the national level movement and the standpoints of UGC and MHRD on many vital issues. He urged the teachers to gear up for a massive movement for which a call is already given by AIFUCTO.  

 Dr.G.Ramakrishna, a highly revered former leader of teachers’ movement joined Prof. Barman and Dr.Halesh.R President of the Association in felicitating the teachers. Dr.G.Ramakrishna expressed concern at the thinning strength of teacher unions and showed the way ahead in enrolling more and more unaided teachers into the Association and work for their better salary and service conditions.  He stressed that grants in aid should be extended to these teachers.   Prof.Barman and Dr. G.R appreciated the great services, leadership and commitment of Dr.Halesh R, the outgoing President of BUCTA and Vice president of AIFUCTO .He has always been a source of strength to AIFUCTO.

     In the afternoon session, the Annual General Body meeting. was held.  Under the leadership of Dr.Halesh.R the association elected committed Prof.K.M.Nagaraj as President. Dr. R.Ramachandrappa was re-elected as Gen.Secretary, Prof A.R.Shivakumar was elected Treasurer and Prof.Aswini.P re was elected as a lady Vice-President. Congratulations to the outgoing and incoming leadership of BUCTA.

BUCTA successfully participated in Delhi Parliment UGC arrears rally on the 26th of August 2011. BUCTA office bearers, managing committee members and students supported and participated in Anna Hazare Movement in Bangalore. BUCTA held two weeks dharna in front of Directorate of Colligiate Education to protect the Joint Director Office building and Directorate building since both buildings were taken over by Railways and Election Commission respectively. With the efforts of BUCTA, all pending placement of teachers have been cleared and two months and eight days of UGC salary difference has been sanctioned and the grants have been released to the respective colleges.

 

 Association of Mangalore University College Teachers’ (AMUCT)
A Convention on Higher Education and Felicitation to the retired college teachers and outstanding achievers was organized by the Association of Mangalore University College Teachers’ (AMUCT) on Sunday, 26th June, 2011, at the Auditorium, SDM College of Business Management. Mangalore.  M.L.C Capt. Ganesh Karnik presided over the function and released the AMUCT bulletin. All India Federation of University and College Teachers Organization-AIFUCTO president Prof. James William and General Secretary Prof. Asok Kumar Barman, were the chief guests and main speakers on the occasion.   

Dr A M Narahari, Former President of FUCTAK spoke on the issues of Higher Education in Karnataka. Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO in his address highlighted the issues of Higher education at the National level and the role of AIFUCTO in teacher movement, also briefed on the latest development at the national level with regard to UGC scales and arrears.

Prof. James William, President AIFUCTO in his address highlighted the proposed entry of Foreign Universities and MNCs to the Higher education sector of our country. He criticized the Govt policy of paving the way for commercialization of higher education in the country. He feared the abolition of UGC, AICTE and such other Autonomous bodies in the days to come. He opined that Indian Educational institutions, teachers and students are no way inferior to any other country’s education system.

Capt. Ganesh Karnik who represented the State Govt in his presidential address assured total support for the cause of quality higher education. He also released the AMUCT bulletin and appreciated the teachers for organizing such a meaningful convention.  

Additional Director, Collegiate Education, Bangalore Dr. Kamalamma  V., Regional Joint Director, Collegiate Education, Mangalore Prof. H R Nataraj Urs, FUCTAK President  Prof. C.H. Murigendrappa, General Secretary Prof. T.M.Manjunath and Dr. Devaraj K, Principal, SDM College of Business Management, Mangalore were the Guests of Honour and made their remarks on the occasion. Retired college teachers and outstanding achievers were felicitated on the occasion. 

 President Sri Ummappa Poojary introduced the guests and presented welcome address. General Secretary Dr. Denis Fernandes proposed vote of thanks. Around 250 college teachers participated in the deliberations. In the Annual General Meeting held in the afternoon important resolutions were passed concerning collegiate education after due deliberations 

Gulbarga University Private College Teachers Association (R) Gulbarga
   Gulbarga University Private College Teachers Association (R) Gulbarga {GUPCTA} is successfully marching ahead in the third decade of its useful existence in the field of General Higher Education. Our Shishakara Bhavan constructed at a cost of Rs. 40 Lakhs has provided the members a place to meet, debate and deliberate on Local, Regional and National issues. The following activities of the Association in the year 2010-11 are noteworthy.

Gulbarga University remuneration structure for Exam. Related works has not been satisfactory. The Association made continuous efforts in this regard. The Association succeeded in making the remuneration structure reasonable, respectable and comparable with other Universities. 

An application is being made to the University authorities to allot a small piece of land in the University campus to construct a Research Center and Seminar Hall. The University authorities have positively responded and issue is in progress. 

The Association took active participation in pay fixation and release of revised UGC scales in our region. Other pending matters in the Joint Director Office are taken up. The Joint Director Office is co-operating in settling the pending issues. 

The Associaciation intended to hold the NEC meeting of AIFUCTO in Gulbarga. A formal request has already been made .Hopefully,soon there will be a NEC meeting hosted by the Association. 

A proposal in the prescribed format has been sent to the UGC for conduct of National Conference on the topic “Quality consciousness and Culture in Higher Education”. The matter is under progress. 

The GUPCTA participates, supports and co-operates with FUCTAK and AIFUCTO in all academic issues. 

The GUPCTA participated in the Dharna program in Delhi and assured that they would implement all AIFUCTO programs.

Assam-
ACTA Conference

The Conference of ACTA –Assam College Teachers’ Association was held with great enthusiasm from 22 June to 26th, June, 2011 at Duliajan College, Dibrugarh.More than 500 teachers participated in the Conference drawn from all over the state.

The conference was inaugurated and addressed by Prof.A.K.Gogoi, the Principal of the college.Prof.B.Vijay Kumar, General Secretary of FISE and former general secretary of AIFUCTO delivered the Annual Lecture on “The Proposed Reforms in Higher Education in India and the PRDA Bill.”Prof.Kumar analyzed the present national and international scenario in the higher education sector and drew attention to the danger of increasing commercialization of higher education. He stressed the fact that the public funded education system in India played a tremendous role in the spread of higher education through UGC/AICTE system. He opposed the entry of foreign educational institutions most of them having dubious credentials. Regarding the PRDA Bill he observed that pension is nothing but deferred income and it is the right of the Govt. employees and teachers to obtain assured pension which is denied in the new scheme.

Prof. Asok Barman, Gen.Secretary, AIFUCTO inaugurated the Delegate Session. He congratulated the teachers on their role in strengthening the ACTA. It is indeed a matter of pride that the ACTA holds Annual Conferences very regularly and timely and elect the office bearers democratically. The unity of the Association is an example to the teachers’ movement of the country. He appraised the gathering of the latest developments regarding all issues and assured the teachers of steadfast efforts to resolve the outstanding issues. He also informed the meeting that the problem of completion of Refresher and Orientation courses for CAS was brought to the notice of UGC. The Gen.Secretary has written to the UGC, which has always considered the genuine demand sympathetically, to extend the dates as the teachers were not being allowed to attend such courses or seats are not available in many cases. But he also pointed out that the ACTA must see to it that all teachers are allowed to attend all these courses as the Gen. Secretary plans to meet the UGC Secretary Dr.N.A.Kazmi once again for a final extension. He thanked Prof.Naren Changmai, President and Prof.Biswajit Bhuyan for being in constant touch with the AIFUCTO leadership.Prof.Bhuyan called the Gen Secretary almost daily to know the latest developments on this issue. They raised the issue in all NEC meetings.

The Open Session was addressed by Hemanta Biswa Sharma,Hon’le Minister of Education of Assam.He assured the meeting of sympathetically looking into the problem of teachers.

We congratulate Prof.Naren Changmai, for his re-election to the post of President, Prof.Jyoti Kamal Hazarika, newly elected General Secretary, and Prof.Anil Gogoi, the re-elected Finance Secretary. I express my thanks and greetings to Prof.Biswajit Bhuiyan, the out going Gen.Secretary for his sincere and dedicated work and cooperation in AIFUCTO programs.

Punjab

During the year a major controversy erupted with the decision of Governing Body of    Khalsa College, Amritsar to convert the 120 year old public funded college into a private    university. The college was set up 120 years ago with contributions firm princely states and Sikh donors. At one point of time there was a move to convert this into a university  on the lines of Aligarh Muslim University and Banaras Hindu University. However, due to objections from Sikh scholars and freedom fighters the idea was dropped as the move required involvement of Governor of Punjab. From March 16 onwards for three months Punjab and Chandigarh College Teachers Union (PCCTU) waged an intense struggle to retain the identity of the college. The struggle got the support from all the major political parties, Sikh bodies and Punjabi Diaspora. During the struggle, the powerful Governing Body victimized the teachers and filed a false criminal complaint against PCCTU General Secretary, Prof. H.S. Walia. Finally, the struggle ended in victory with Governing Body and Government deciding that the identity of the college will not be disturbed.

Punjab is the only state amongst the large states, which has not implemented pension scheme for staff of aided colleges despite passing an Act in 1999. PCCTU continues to wage struggle for the same. There are issues concerning the pension rules for Govt. and University teachers primarily due to the fact that these rules are based on Punjab Pay Commission.

On 5th Sept. 2011 all the university and college teachers of Punjab and Chandigarh   observed ‘Demands Day’ by proceeding on mass casual leave. Teachers held a massive rally at Sector 25, Chandigarh. The rally was attended and addressed by Prof. Asok Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO. Teachers in Punjab are engaged in a struggle demanding arrears of pay scales, pension scheme for staff of aided colleges, full pension on completion of  20 years of service, enhancement of retirement age to 65 years, better service and security of service conditions for staff on unaided posts in colleges, and adoption of UGC letters on various issues.   

Congratulations to Prof.Jagwant Singh,Prof  H.S.Walia and other leaders of PCCTU for the achievement in resisting the move to convert Khalsa College,Amritsar to a private university.

 

On 13th June, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh gave an audience to a deputation of PCCTU led by Sh. H.S.Walia to know the details of the issue involved. Three days later the governing council of the college agreed to retain the identity of Khalsa College and work for its growth and development. Although PCCTU has some concerns about sister institutions of Khalsa College, the agitation was called off. We thank Prof.V.K.Tewary, Secretary, FISE for the support to the agitation program & presence in the agitation venue.

PCCTU delegation requests PM for release of arrears: PCCTU delegation led by its general secretary H.S. Walia, which met Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh also requested him to ensure the release of funds for pay scale arrears. They also requested that suitable directions should be given for making 65 the uniform retirement age of college teachers   in the country.  Dr. Jagwant Singh Vice President, AIFUCTO and President, PCCTU could not join the delegation due to the AIFUCTO Programs and Prof. J.S. Walia led the delegation.

  PFUCTO


At the call of Punjab Federation of University and College Teacher’s Organizations teachers from Punjab University, Guru Nanak Dev University, Punjab Agricultural University, Guru  Anagad Dev Veterinary  and Animal Sciences University, Govt. Colleges and Non-Govt. Colleges of Punjab and Chandigarh held an impressive rally at Chandigarh. The demand of teachers included release of arrears, pension for staff of aided colleges as per Act of 1999, full pension on completion of 20 years of service, enhancement of retirement age to 65years, filling up of vacant posts, enhanced funding of teaching and research, withdrawal of anti-education Bills introduced in Parliament in the name of reforms, adoption of UGC letters on refresher courses, better service conditions including security of service for teachers working on unaided posts.

The rally was addressed by AIFUCTO General Secretary Ask Barman, Vice President, AIFUCTO and General Secretary, PFUCTO, Dr.Jagwant Singh, President PFUCTO, Prof. H.S. Kingra, President PUTA, Prof. Akshay Kumar, President  GNDUTA Prof. Balwinder Singh, President GCTA Jaipal Singh, General Secretary, PCCTU Prof. H.S.Walia and General Secretary GCTA Prof. Hardeep SinghDuring the year a major controversy erupted with the decision of Governing Body of    Khalsa College, Amritsar to convert the 120 year old public funded college into a private    university. The college was set up 120 years ago with contributions firm princely states and Sikh donors. At one point of time there was a move to convert this into a university  on the lines of Aligarh Muslim University and Banaras Hindu University. However, due to objections from Sikh scholars and freedom fighters the idea was dropped as the move required involvement of Governor of Punjab. From March 16 onwards for three months Punjab and Chandigarh College Teachers Union (PCCTU) waged an intense struggle to retain the identity of the college. The struggle got the support from all the major political parties, Sikh bodies and Punjabi Diaspora. During the struggle, the powerful Governing Body victimized the teachers and filed a false criminal complaint against PCCTU General Secretary, Prof. H.S. Walia. Finally, the struggle ended in victory with Governing Body and Government deciding that the identity of the 

The protest action was given wide coverage by both electronic and print media.

 Uttar Pradesh-LUACTA

A meeting attended by all the associated college teachers of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh was organized by the Lucknow University Associated College Teachers Association at JNPG College Lucknow on 12th August, 2011.Prof.Asok Barman was present in the meeting to inform the gathering of all the latest developments at the national level and to motivate the teachers to participate in the Dharna at Jantar Mantar to be held on 26th August.He urged the teachers to attend the Dharna in large numbers. 
Appointment of teachers outside UGC & AICTE pay scales 

In the higher education sector, over the years, there have been appointments of teachers outside the domain of UGC/AICTE pay scales, variously known as contractual teachers, part timers, guest lecturers, state scale teachers and so on. It is a pity that they are woking for a pittance, that too with no security of service and retirement benefits. Many of them are forced to agree to the regular breaks so that they cannot claim any pay scale or go to the court of law. The AIFUCTO has repeatedly drawn attention of state and central governments to this grave issue. The problem has been compounded  in many states, quite routinely in most  private run institutions, teachers are being appointed  who do not have requisite qualification only to pay them unbelievably poor pay and make profit.It is a sad fact that some State governments too are guilty of this practice, no matter how strongly the higher judiciary had tried to dissuade them. The AIFUCTO hails the stand taken by the UGC that the payment to the qualified teachers should be guided by the accepted pay scales, and demands of all state Governments that  they abandon backdoor appointments under the guise of  ‘Guest Lecturer” Contractual teacher” and so on and that hereafter all teacher appointments in our colleges and universities  be made only on regular basis.  There must be more funds for state funded institutions and rigorous regulatory measures for the private ones.  We are committed to take up the issue not only for the sake of the exploited  teachers  but also for ensuring quality of education and well being  of our nation , which are our cardinal principles. 

 Prof. Vivek Dwivedi, General Secretary, KUTA came to attend the meeting all the way from Kanpur.

Prof.Manoj Pandey, President and Prof.K.K.Bajpai, General Secretary, LUACTA welcomed the initiative of the General Secretary to meet the teachers. They stressed upon various issues related to the teachers including the CAS mechanism of API system enforced by the UGC.Prof. Barman emphasized the fact that the college and university teachers should be treated at par on all respects and the retirement age should be 65 for all categories of teachers. Prof.Rocky John, FUPUCTA representative raised the issue of highhandedness of the management of various colleges including the denial of promotional committees to the teachers. The meeting expressed concern at the misuse of minority rights by some minority colleges. The LUACTA leadership proposed a movement program against the anti teacher activities.GS, AIFUCTO declared that the national leadership will be with the movement. The teachers supported the proposed movement unanimously. We extend thanks to the LUACTA leadership and Prof.J.N.Shukla,GS,FUPUCTA to make the program a great success.

The program was well covered by the press and electronic media.

Bihar

Under the guidance of AIFUCTO & the able leadership of  NEC ,the university and college teachers of Bihar made a significant mark in their struggle for the revised UG pay scale from March 2011 when the government of Bihar released it for them. Actually they got it from July 2011 and arrears for 3 months which had been released to the universities.However the implementation of revised pay scale was to be effected from 1.1.2006 and the arrears would be paid after receiving the 80% amount from the centre .Definitely it is a historic movement as the teachers had to go for an indefinite strike under the banner of FUSTAB & FUTAB.For this the credit goes to Prof.Ram Jatan Sinha& Prof Dilip Kumar Chaudhary,president and general secretary of FUSTAB & Prof.Kanhaiya Bahadur & Dr.Sanjay Kumar Singh,the working president and the general secretary of FUTAB.

On the call of AIFUCTO, the college and university teachers of Bihar observed Sep.5 (Teachers’ Day) as ‘Demand Day’.AIFUCTO’s National Secretary Prof. V.P.Singh &Vice President Dr. Arun Kumar Singh provided guidance to make this program successful. The main demands where release of 80% share of the difference of UGC scale, removal of the anomalies in the regulation issued by the UGC and filling up of all the vacant posts in the universities and the colleges. They also demanded the withdrawal of PFRDA bill.

In recent times the row between the state govt. and the chancellor cum governor of Bihar is a concern for FUTAB & FUSTAB.The controversies in the appointment of vice chancellors leave a bad taste in the teachers’ fraternity. Most of the universities have controversial vice chancellors. However, their appointments have been challenged in the court.

Teachers are facing hardships due to several court cases pending in the high courts and Supreme courts in which issue of age of superannuation to 65 years is involved, although the teachers who were to retire in June 2010 are still continuing and getting their salaries by the orders of the high court .

FUTAB

The university and college teachers of Bihar under the joint banner of FUTAB and, the two apex bodies of teachers of Bihar had to struggle hard for implementation of 5th ugc pay in the year 2000. After four months of indefinite strike the govt. came to the negotiating table. The agreement reached was not implemented as expected. The govt. denied the benefits to time bound promotes . The matter went to court and ultimately teachers won and secured parity between TBP and MPS in the year 2005.

The  teachers were cautious and made strategies to combat the govt. tactics of prolonging implementation of 6th UGC pay. The Federation started putting pressure on govt. through print and electronic media as part of a massive campaign in a most thought out manner immediately after issuance of 6th pay package by UGC and Govt. of India.

A 29 point charter of demand was submitted to the govt. The demands included various pending issues, besides the implementation of revised pay and enhancement of age of retirement from 62 to 65 years. 

The govt.’s plea of financial constraints was blunted by putting across the expenditure being made by govt. in  implementation of 6th pay for its employees and the estimated expenditure in implementation of revised ugc pay for college and university teachers. While over 5000 crores was being spent for state employees a mere 11 to 13 hundred crores were required for teachers. Even then the bureaucracy was reluctant to listen to reasons and misled the political leadership by giving a fictitious figure of 4000 crores as the likely expenditure over revised pay.

We organized a state level massive demonstration followed with joint dharna with karmchari union and announced indefinite strike w.e.f. 8th July 2010 . The strike was total and the govt. was in the dock for extending 6th pay to every section except teachers. As Nitish Kumar, the Chief Minister, was frontline leader of J.P. movement, we announced to take out a silent march from JP statue, Gandhi Maidan to the JP statue near IT roundabout. To give a moral challenge to Nitish govt. we selected the same date on which JP had taken out silent march against the anti people actions of the then govt. 

Our strategy worked and we were invited for talks within a week of the indefinite strike. An agreement was reached on almost all demand on 14th July 2010, following which strike was called off. The UGC package without age was notified vide govt. notification no. 2374 on 29th July 2010. It was a great triumph. The teachers are getting the revised pay w.e.f March this year. The arrear for the period April 2010 to February 2011 is still to be paid . It is expected that the AIFUCTO will exert pressure on UGC/HRD to release 80% of their share to state universities.

Though the govt. has in the agreement agreed that it is committed to enhance the age of retirement from 62 to 65 years as per statutory provision and UGC recommendation. There is a dispute as to which date be considered as the UGC decision, the date of HRD notification 31-12-2008 or 30th June 2010, being the date of regulation notified by UGC. The Patna High Court has ordered the enhancement w.e.f.  from 30-6-10. Teachers are continuing beyond 62 years on the basis of court order and are also getting the revised pay, a final decision of court is still pending. Recently the HRD minister Sri P.K.Sahi, assured the Federation that the govt. would soon fulfill its commitment of enhancing the age of retirement but he was non-commital on date of implementation. A large no. of teachers who retired between 31-12-08 and 30-6-10 are also seeking relief from court and matter is pending for final disposal in Supreme Court.

There are some issues which are in the High Court. About 3500 writs and contempt cases are pending for disposal. We decried this in our recent meeting with the minister. We urged him that if the govt. is really serious about reducing the number of court cases then the State Litigation Policy 2011,notified on   directions of 13th Finance Commission, be invoked for out of court settlement. The minister has given his consent and there may be a deliberation with the Federation and the govt. sometimes in the next month.

                   The issues required to be resolved on priority basis are absorbed teachers’ effective date of absorption and promotion, UGC pay and promotional facilities to Laboratory Technicians recently redesigsnated as demonstrator, regularirszation of services of teachers of colleges made constituent in 1986 whose services could not be regularized despite Apex Court order because of wrong interpretation of the order by the govt. A very unfortunate section of teachers is not getting the attention of either the UGC or even AIFUCTO. These teachers are those who were promoted from demonstrators to Lecturers way back in 1987 some of them have retired too, have no avenue of second promotion though teachers appointed as lecturer several years later have now become Readers under CAS.

The FUTAB leadership  corresponded with UGC on the hardship and heart burning demanding creating either avenue of second promotion or allow them the scale of a Selection Grade Lecturer but there is no affirmative action despite the fact that in Bihar CAS was introduced on 23-9-95 and the TMP scheme was abolished w.e.f. the same date. The result being so unfortunate for these teachers that they could not avail either the TBP or the CAS. CAS was out of bound for them because the Academic Staff Colleges did not entertain those who had more than eight years service.

  Orissa
All Orissa Non-Govt.College Teachers Association have organised Dharna and Demonstrations before the State Secretariat and State legislative Assembly in protest of dillidallying the process of removal of anomalies in the implementation of UGC scales of pay, withdrawal of Block Grant and in the extension of UGC scale to left out teachers before after 1989. The Association negotiated with Minister Higher Education and Commissioner cum secretary Higher education, Govt. of Odisha for settlement of various problems faced by college teachers of the state.

A memorandum was submitted to state Gorton various issues on pay scale and service matters of college teachers for early reprisal.

  The Association conducted District Conventions.

.As per the decision of AIFUCTO We Memorandum has been submitted to all 21 MPs of the state for their interventions in opposing the anti teacher Bills tabled in the Parliament.

 Telegrams were to the Prime Minister protesting Pension and Accreditation Bill. And demanding early release of 80% share of Central Assistance in respect of implementation of UGC Scale of pay.

The Association has attended all the NEC meetings of AIFUCTO held at different places right from Jalgaon Conference till date. The Association participated in all programs of Skshiyak Mahasangha, the apex body of teachers from elementary to university.

The Association participated in all AIFUCTO programs including Dharma in Delhi and observance of 5th September, 2011 as Demands day by a squatting programme in front of Raja Baan and Wearing black badges in colleges.

Tamilnadu

AUT MOVEMENT 

      Succumbing to the persistent pressure from the Private Educational Enterprises in Tamil Nadu urging the Government to make way for their institutions to be declared Private Universities, the Government of Tamil Nadu in 2008 brought forward legislations to convert PSG Group of Colleges, Coimbatore and Thiagarajar Colleges, Madurai into Unitary Universities.  Against the stiff and spirited opposition by most of the legislators, the bills were referred to Select Committee of the State Assembly. The AUT along with MUTA/GCTA rose to the occasion in building up a spirited programme and protest and consequently the then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu gave a written assurance to the Joint Action Council(JAC) of College teachers that the Government would not take any step that would affect the interest of the teachers and students. None at that time understood that the Government was buying time.

      However, the Department of Higher Education in Tamil Nadu did not give up its proposals on Unitary Universities and revived its attempts again in 2010. In November, 2010, the Select Committee was called to meet with just two hours of notice to its members with the ulterior motive of getting its sanction by surprise and to enact the bills on the last day of the Assembly Session by voice vote. With vigorous lobbying with legislators on one side, the AUT launched a series of programmes of campaign against the Governments’ involving teachers, students and the public at all district levels. In addition to these programmes, the AUT announced a programme of picketing at Chennai in front of the Directorate of Collegiate Education to be followed by picketing programme at various centres and an indefinite strike from 15-12-2010 onwards.

      Meanwhile sensing the mood of the Public and going by the large turnout of protestors on 4-12-2010 at Coimbatore and on 12-12-2010 at Chennai and before the launch of AUT’s strike programme to commence from 15-12-2010, the Government announced the rescission of its move on Unitary Universities by way of an assurance by the Chief Minister to that effect.

      The AUT’s told initiative and consistent industrial action to thwart the dangerous and devious moves of the Government to somehow sow the seeds for privatization of Aided institutions deserve congratulations and is worthy of emulation by teachers organizations of all States.

          AUT’s 64TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
      The 64th Annual Conference of AUT was held at Coimbatore on 8-1-2011 with a participation of more than thousand delegates. The Conference began with a flag hoisting Ceremony and besides the Centrals Office Bearers; Vice-Chancellors of the University of Madras, Bharathiar and Bharathidasan Universities attended the Conference.

      Dr. P. Jayagandhi in his Presidential Address touched on the various threats to Public Funded Education from the powers that be on one hand and on the other the educational mercenaries whose coordinated efforts to commodify and commercialize higher education looming large at the present juncture. But eternal vigilance and readiness to confront the conspirators with faith in the organization and solidarity among all teachers organization , we could keep the predators at bay. He called upon all the members to zealously safe-guard the hard-won rights and privileges by forging exemplary unity and commitment to the teachers’ cause.

      The Vice Chancellors congratulated the AUT for its readiness to fight against policies inimical to the interest of the student and teachers, for its dedicated and consistent efforts to sensitize the teachers and the public on issues confronting higher education and its multifarious activities like conducting Seminars, Conventions to educate and provide proper perspectives to enlarge the perception of not only teachers but authorities as well.

      Prof Asok Kumar Barman, General Secretary, AIFUCTO presented the key note address at the Conference on the theme “the Hegemony of Globalism vis-à-vis Democratic Pragmatics in Higher Education”.

      The Vice Chancellor of the Central University of Tamil Nadu delivered an endowment Lecture at the Conference on ‘Reform in Higher Education and Challenges for College and University teachers’.

      Prof. Mrinmoy Bhattacharya, Former General Secretary, AIFUCTO and FISE delivered the valedictory address at the Conference in which leaders of MUTA, TNGCTA, TANRECTA also participate.

 It is to be noted that at the AIFUCTO’s ‘March to Parliament’  on 26-8-2011 a large contingent was from Tamil Nadu in which 60 member of AUT participate.

 To press for the withdrawal of PFDRA Bill, as part of the National Level Confederation of trade Unions, the State Level Conference was held in Chennai on 26-09-2011.

      The AUT is currently engaged in collecting Signature Campaign against the PFDRA Bill.

    Kerala   
AKGCT’s  State Level Action Report to AIFUCTO: Aug – Sep 2011

In response to the demands of the day in Kerala, a large number of protests and agitations have been launched by AKGCT during August-September 2011. These actions were necessitated by the characteristic anti-democratic way of functioning of the ruling Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) government in all spheres of human activity especially in the education sector.

Since its inception on 18th May 2011, the UDF government has adopted anti-people, anti-democratic neo-liberal market -oriented policies. The first policy statement by the minister for education that rich corporate dons  will be permitted to start educational institutions in the state, the reversal of innovative reforms in the school curriculum and evaluation initiated by the previous Left Democratic Government, the attempt to appoint an unqualified retired school teacher as the vice chancellor of a university, the inordinate delay in principals’ posting in the 40-odd government colleges in the state – all these Tuglaqian initiatives or lack of initiative on the part of the UDF government invited widespread criticism and protests. The AKGCT responded with state-wide protests and demonstrations and other forms of agitation.

August 9 – Secretariate March-A Protest March to the Government Secretariate on August 9 was the first of the series of agitations undertaken by AKGCT against the Kerala University Ordinance which was proposed to be promulgated in order to bring the university under government control by appointing five of its henchmen at the helm of affairs of the university. The agitation was organized in association with the All Kerala Private College Teachers Association (AKPCTA), Federation of University Teachers Organizations (FUTA), University Employees Union, DYFI and SFI.
August 19 – Protest in Colleges-In spite of widespread anxiety and protest, the government came up with an ordinance. AKGCT responded by organizing another round of protest demonstrations at all government colleges in the state on August 19.
August 24 – Secretariate March & Demonstrations in Colleges

Usually the posting of principals of government colleges is completed at the beginning of the year. But, under the UDF regime this year, the postings were so delayed that there was no regular principal in many a government college until the end of August. This may be a premeditated attempt by the government to weaken the public sector institutions. Hence AKGCT lost no time to intervene and protest marches were taken out in all government colleges and to the Government Secretariate. 

August 26 – Delhi March-AKGCT, in tune with its commitment, sent a 14-member army under the leadership of the President, the General Secretary and the Treasurer and contributed substantially towards making the historic Dharna at Jantar Mandir and the subsequent March to Parliament a resounding success.
September 1 – Demonstrations in Colleges-After a lot of pressure from AKGCT, the new principals’ list that came out at last was fraught with anomalies and serious violations of established norms and conventions. AKGCT reacted with college level protests and a state level protest march. Litigation has also been filed in the Kerala High Court which is to take up the case immediately after the court reopens after the Onam holidays from 8 – 11 September.
September 5 – Aifucto’s Demands Day-In response to the AIFUCTO’s decision at NEC, AKGCT observed a Demands Day on September 5. Simultaneous telegrams were sent to the Prime Minister, the Finance Minister and HRD Minister raising the major five demands viz. immediate release of UGC arrears, rectification of anomalies, prospective implementation CAS and withdrawal of Bills on Higher Education and PFRDA.
Meetings with Ministers, MPs and MLAsMeetings with the ministers both Central and State, MPs and MLAs are being scheduled and held to acquaint them of the long wait of the teachers for the pay revision arrears and the urgency to settle the issue without recourse to any further agitation on the part of the teachers.
Pensioners Ad Hoc Committee Meets -AKGCT has constituted an Ad Hoc Committee of the retired government college teachers to take up and resolve their issues. The fruits of the Sixth UGC Pay Revision and the State Pay and Pension Revisions have not been available to these people so far due to official delay. Hence AKGCT organized a state level meeting at AKGCT Bhavan followed by four regional meets during July and August to hear their diverse problems. Proper follow up is being done to solve their problems.
                  

Manipur

  The AMACTA was represented by Prof. Lokendra Singh.GS in the NEC meeting held in Kolkata.He presented a detailed report of the present scenario of the pay scales implementation and pledged full support to the AIFUCTO program.He sought the support of AIFUCTO and referred to the letters written by AIFUCTO GS to the Manipur Govt.

Prof.Singh participated in the Delhi Dharna Program and was a member of delegation that met UGC Chairman.He also represented AIFUCTO to the Dharna by the Maharashtra Federation.

    Federation of College Teachers’ Associations, Manipur (FECTAM) was formed to re-enforce the demands already pursued by the AMCTA. The Federation had pursued the Govt. of Manipur to implement the revised pay and to enhance the retirement age upto 65 years without taking any stern steps and also without disturbing academic atmosphere in the state. Accordingly, the Govt. took its cabinet decision on 4th Nov. 2010 for — implementation of UGC pay structure with modified pay scales, — raising of retirement age from 60 to 62 years.

      However, the college teachers rejected the decision and demanded for reviewing the decision. On 30/11/2010, the Govt. had issued the orders for raising the retirement age of college teachers from 60 to 62 years keeping pending the issue of pay implementation.

      The Federation had many rounds of talks with the Education Minister but the Govt. was not ready to issue the orders for pay implementation. Then, the teachers had taken a 2 day Mass Casual leave on 18 & 19 February, 2011 and staged Sit-in-Protest for 1 hour daily from 21 to 26 Feb, 2011.

      On 3/3/2011, the Federation had a meeting with Chief Minister and signed an MoU between FECTAM and Govt. However, the Govt. had not materialized the MoU. On 23/5/2011, The Federation had served an ultimatum to the Govt. with 4/6/2011 as the deadline for launching cease work strike.

      On 3/6/2011, The Govt had issued a defective order for pay implementation. The Federation rejected the orders and demanded immediate issuance of a complete and impartial order for pay implementation as per UGC guidelines.

      As a last resort, the college teachers had launched indefinite cease works strike from 1/8/2011.  On 10/8/2011 — Govt. agreed to amend the orders  and   MoU was signed between the FECTAM and Govt.Accordingly the state Cabinet took decision on the same day.

On 12/8/2011  Govt. had issued the orders for implementation of the revised UGC pay scales as per UGC guidelines notionally w.e.f. 1/1/2006 with monetary benefit from 1/11/2010 and actual cash payment from 1/7/2011 and also deposition of arrears for the period from 1/11/2010 to 30/6/2011 into GPF accounts of the employees.

      The College teachers of Manipur under the banner of FECTAM convened by the All Manipur College Teachers’  Association (AMCTA) have got achievement with 

i. raising of retirement age from 60 to 62 years 

ii. implementation of the revised UGC Pay scales as per UGC guidelines after a long struggle. 

12-Day Indefinite Cease Work Strike finally ended with the issuance of the notification for adoption of UGC Pay Scales to the college teachers.  And i9t was agreed upon that Teachers to compensate for Academic loss to students and no action will be taken against the teachers who were on strike. 

In the 42nd Annual General Body Meeting of All Manipur College Teachers’ Association (AMCTA) held on 12th October, 2011 elected    L. Randhoni Devi as President and Prof. N. Ranakumar Singh  as General Secretary for the session 2011-2012 and 2012-2013..

Our  hearty congratulations to the newly elected leadership of AMACTA.We thank Prof.Lokendra Singh for his tireless work for AIFUCTO as Zonal Secretary and AMACTA GS.
Our demands regarding Demonostrators, Accompaniests,Contractual and part time teachers

We have been demanding a revision of the pay scales of Demonastrators for a long time. We feel extremely disturbed that the existing incumbents have had no benefit of revised pay scales. We have written to the UGC and MHRD and demanded that the new pay scales must be announced. The MHRD has not yet done anything about the accompanists who have been accorded the status of teachers in many states. The condition of part timers is beyond description. After the new pay scales the part timers are getting less than class four staff in many states. We demanded a proper pay structure for them and requested all state units to take up the matter with the state govts.We cannot allow such situation to persist.
Teachers’ Movement
We are happy that we have been able to bring out regularly the Teachers’ Movement. It has become a very important instrument of our movement. I thank Prof.B.Vijay Kumar who has been offering his valuable help in regular publication of the journal. Ms.Ponna Sita, worked hard for the software part of the job.
Website

Our website has been doing wonderful job as the national postal system has become very ineffective.We requested all affiliates to regularly visit the website www.aifucto.org for all latest developments.We have planned to go for a stronger technological back up for our website. Mr.Tamal Dasgupta,the web engineer has done a wonderful job. 
 Present position & the task ahead

The AIFUCTO has already charted the program of movement in the coming months for getting our demand fulfilled.The demand for the payment of arrears by the central govt. is the foremost one in our agenda and it is my understanding that after the Dharna there are noteworthy progress.However,if the demand is not mnt we  shall go for a court arrest program in the winter session of  the Parliament. the MHRD in consultation with NUEPA and AIFUCTO has been in the process of final submission to the Cabinet. We are to be careful so that an early solution is found. We have made it very clear that the age of superannuation and the payment of arrears should be separately treated. We are not ready to accept a lower age of retirement for the sake of the arrears.
 Our pressure on UGC for  the extension of RC & OC must continue till the demand is conceded as we have convinced the UGC and the Anomaly Committee about the urgency of the matter. We can expect a notification soon.

Though we have successfully established the case for removing the l pay scales anomalies arising out of not granting Ph.D.benefits,and the Anomaly Committee agreed with us, there is no rectification yet. The matter is to be pursued with all seriousness.
The necessary notification of the  important issues like making the Regulations only prospective, again has been accepted by the MHRD and the UGC, would take a very important place in our agenda for the coming months.

We MHRD and the UGC still maintain that the post of demonstrators has already been abolished and no new scale can be given to them. This is utterly illogical as we wanted revision for the existing ones, and not for the new recruits. The matter must be pursued in the future. The pay scales for accompanists is still not conceded by the MHRD though the UGC recommended the same. This should also be pursued. All these and other demands needs regular monitoring at both the Central and state levels.

We have successfully used our connections with the MPs of all political parties and this should remain a major strategy to convince the govt. about the necessity of meeting our demands.

We believe in the strength of Dialogue, but must remain vigilant and fully prepared to launch any kind of movement. We are capable of doing that as we have proved our strengths many times in the past and we are confident that we shall win at the last.

Our social responsibility

The teaching community, who are the direct beneficiary of the enhanced pay scales and other facilities of the govt. expenditure, has important social responsibility. Many of our members are involved in activities relating to literacy movement, environmental protection movement, consumer awareness movement, civil rights movement and so on. We feel we have to play an exemplary role in fighting illiteracy, corruption and social divisions and the like. All our members are being requested to associate themselves with such movements. Nay of our leaders, both present and former, have been playing vital roles in such movements.
Tag ore’s philosophy of unity
Let this august gathering remember RabindraNath Tagore who, in his own Santiniketan,used to begin a meeting with a beda song meaning
“Meet together, talk together, Let your mind apprehend alike, Common be the acquirement, Common be the purpose, associated be the desire, Common be your thoughts, so that there may be thorough union among you”. Let this be the spirit of the Conference.
Thanks
Thanks to all of  you, who are the real strength of  our united movement, thanks to the organizers and thanks to all those who worked hard to host such a massive gathering .
I am extremely grateful to our President for a wonderful support and guidance. I shall remember his wisdom and charming personality. I am deeply moved by the help and guidance of Prof.Nikhil Desai, the Treasurer. I pay deep sense of respect to Prof.V.P.Singh the senior most national Secretary: he helped me and guided me like a true friend. My colleagues in Secretariat,Prof.Jaya Gandhi Prof.Rabi Roy.Prof.Sadikul Islam,Prof.Madhu Paranjpe have provided unstinted support.Prof.Jaya Gandhi has worked tirelessly in documentation. 

Prof.M.Ravichandran of TNGCTA provided dedicated service for the documentation and editorial work.

Prof Binyak Bhattacharya of WSCUTA has been with me in office work and in all programs throughout the year and my office staff Ms.Manju, Lalu , Yogendra and Asis provided excellent support.
In Delhi work Prof.V.S.Nehera,Prof.  D.Kumar and Prof.Jagwant Singh lent great support.They accompanied me  on many occasions, many times even at a short notice.
Prof.B.Vijay Kumar  extended helping hand generously. My sincere thanks to them.

Above all, our legendary leaders,  Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharya and Prof K.K. Thekedath gave me all guidance. I salute them. 
Long live AIFUCTO

Asok Barman

General Secretary
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