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Respected Shri Mkherjee,

Greetings from the AIFUCTO, the Federation of the Associations of university and college teachers of India. The AIFUCTO has been steadfastly working, with a great degree of commitment to strengthen national integration, sustain the pluralism of India and deliver quality higher education in class rooms.

At the very outset I once again convey the gratitude of lacs of college and university teachers in India to the Government of India, for the very decent   pay scales given to them under VI Pay Revision order of MHRD. You may please remember that I met you before the pay scale revision of university and college teachers and received your very fruitful support. (Ref:1-32/2006-U.11/U1 (1), GOI, MHRD, Dated 31.12.2008)

I am now forced to make this submission to you over the stalemate prevailing in the payment of arrears to the university and college teachers working under the State governments’ control. Lacs of these teachers are yet to get arrears owing to   the inordinate delay in releasing the Centre’s share of  80% of the enhanced pay.

Hon'ble Sir, you are aware that every other section of the employees, including the university and college teachers in the central universities, has already been paid   the arrears due to them on account of revision of scales of pay. 

You would kindly appreciate that the University and College teachers patiently waited and finally the MHRD notification on wage revision arrived late three years, only in December 2008, though the effective date of revision was1.1.2006.The order noted that assistance from central govt to the tune of 40% would be paid by March, 2009. It is now almost two years and five months since the much-awaited MHRD order was notified and no state has received central assistance in this regard. We have been informed that this is due to the states not implementing the condition of revising the retirement age to 65 years from 60 years.

We took up the matter with the MHRD and UGC and requested the release of the amount as early as possible.  However, the MHRD informed us that the matter requires permission from cabinet and was referred to the Union Cabinet for its approval to delink the issue of age of retirement from payment of arrears. Almost all the State Governments, save the lone Madhya Pradesh, have expressed their reluctance to increase the age of superannuation of teachers to 65 years as stipulated by the Pay Revision Order and requested the MHRD to delink central govt. assistance from the age of retirement.

We are happy that MHRD has taken a pragmatic position on the age of retirement issue, realising that it varies widely among the States. As the issue of retirement age has some important policy significance, it is unlikely to be resolved soon. I wish to point out that the date of retirement is solely a matter of the State Government’s discretion, as decided by the highest court of the country, and that there is neither uniformity nor unanimity among States on the question of revising the retirement age as desired by the MHRD.

I wish to submit that during the previous wage revision, the same condition insisted by the V Pay Revision order of MHRD, was later on relaxed and the funding to the extent of 80% by the central govt. was provided without attaching any precondition of revision of the age of retirement.
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We feel that this delay of payment of arrears has  hit this same roadblock again which removal, we Pray Sir , you will kindly initiate  in the Cabinet Meet and ensure our college and university teachers getting their due share of arrears like the rest of their counterparts in the central universities , without any further delay.

I hope you would appreciate the plight of teachers and help us with your kind intervention.

I shall be grateful if you could kindly allow me an audience to plead the case of laces of teachers with you in person.

As General Secretary of AIFUCTO I assure you of our continued support to all the endeavors of the Government in the interest of higher education in India.

Yours truly,

Asok Barman 
General Secretary-AIFUCTO
E-mail:aifucto@gmail.com
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